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The Joy Commitment and Connection of Baptism

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 18C || September 7, 2025 || 9:30am St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
Hanover, MA || Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17; Philemon 1-21; Luke 25-33 || The Reverend Amy Whitcomb
Slemmer, Esq.

What a gift it is to be together this morning — either here in the sanctuary, or on-line. Thank
you for being part of the St. Andrew’s community!

We are gathered for one of my favorite kinds of services, - one with baptisms, during my
favorite invigorating season — back to school and Fall, WITH one of my favorite readings — not
the gospel that | just proclaimed, with Jesus sounding as though he wants each of us to upend
all of our family systems — I'll get to that. Luke’s gospel is difficult this morning, and important
to untangle.

Our focus this morning, is on one of my favorite scripture passages, which we sang together
- the 139" psalm.

This psalm is one of my favorite scripture readings in the entire lectionary. | love it. | love it’s
message. | love it’s clarity. | love it’s reassurance, and whenever | read it, or we study it as a
community, | am struck by the direct connection that it offers to Jesus. This was among the
prayers that Jesus knew, and probably memorized.

Psalm 139 is so special that it is read every year, even though our lectionary is divided into
three-year cycles called Trienniums (We are in Year C).

The psalm says, in part, “You are acquainted with all my ways” | love that we are affirming
that God knows every hair on our head, delights in us and we can’t hide from God’s love or
gaze. It is the perfect prayer and scripture to accompany baptisms!

We want these babies and you, members of their families and supportive friends to know that
this is the God we worship. The one that has searched us out and known us. The God who knit
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together our innermost beings. The God of love and miracles and the God whose gifts to us
are required to be shared, enjoyed and are better off in community!

That is what we are doing today, we are affirming for Estelle and for Norah that they are
known and loved in this world and that God has made them perfect.

We are also standing with their parents and God parents to say, we see you. We are grateful
for you, and when this job of parenting becomes difficult, or when you have doubts,
heartbreaks or sorrows, we, your church family are here with you and for you.

On this joyful and celebratory day, Luke’s gospel with Jesus declaring that we must hate our
parents and eschew our friends and belongings is not endorsing those fleeting teenage
outbursts (I know that Estelle and Nora will NEVER have those frustrated tantrums or out
bursts when they are teenagers convinced their parents are doing it wrong), what Jesus is
telling the assembled crowd is that they must love God first. They and we must reject anything
that gets in the way of loving God.

We are called to love and follow God through Jesus’ example, which means we are trusted
and required to make choices.

That is the beauty of the sacrament that we will all participate in when we baptize sweet Nora
and Estelle. We are recognizing their entrance into their full lives in Christ and when they are
old enough to wonder, each of us will be part of telling them the story of their baptism.

We are also affirming our commitment and investment in their beautiful lives. We are agree-
ing to be blessings to them so that when they are sorting through the challenges that the
world presents, we are people they can count on to help.

As a community, we are fulfilling part of this promise for the other children who are gathered
here. We are going to bless their stuffies and backpacks and send them home with a copy of
the 139" Psalm as a reminder that they are known and treasured.

We are also sending them a prayer that they can pray at bedtime that helps review the day,
connect with God and ask God for peaceful sleep.

The prayer, the Evening Prayer from the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer - “Lord it is
Night” prayer is available for anyone who would like to take it home, and for Dave and Kelly
when you put Estelle down for the night and John and Shawn when you put Nora down for
her night’s sleep, we hope that this evening prayer becomes part of their peaceful evening
routine.

While we can’t know exactly what this world will look like when these beautiful babies
become teenagers, we do know and affirm that they will always have a place of belonging at
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St. Andrew’s. This 300 year old worshipping community has weathered all sorts of storms and
has provided spiritual sanctuary and nourishment throughout. Since 1725 we have baptized,
blessed and welcomed new members into the household of God and we are absolutely
delighted to have Nora and Estelle participate in this ancient and affirming ritual.

They are blessings and each are marvelously made, known and loved by God, their family, God
parents and this community.

Let us, with joy and hopeful expectation baptize these babies, and may each of us hold this
day as sacred and special for the Lawrence and Nelson families. Amen+
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