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| am so glad to see everyone - thank you for joining us in person and online- via Youtube or
Facebook. Itis a joy to FINALLY be back together, gathered as a community curious about
what we are called to do in these unsettling times.

| think that | confessed that | took a big break from voraciously reading and tracking the daily
news last year. It was a very big change in my schedule, and with my freed up time, | have read
more books this year than | accomplished nearly ALL of last year — probably not a statistic to
actually brag about. My point is that reallocating some of the time previously invested on
screens tracking each wheezing breath and declaration of political talking heads, politicians
and pundits brought comfort AND expanded my horizon.

While this is not a workable solution for everyone, less news and more God is probably a
universally beneficial prescription. THAT said, we’ve been away from this sanctuary and our
shared exploration of the weekly lectionary (the portion of scripture — the Hebrew scripture,
the psalm, the epistle and the assigned Gospel) since FEBRUARY 2™ and this morning as we
reconvene, we are handed a tough, yet timely set of readings to digest.

“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for
those who abuse you” What about Do unto others as you would have them do unto you? =
Yes, that is there too. But this morning’s reading from our friend Luke requires that we go first
- we must Love our enemies. REALLY?!?. Do good to those who hate you. BOO - what if we
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just ignore them, which is exactly what we want any haters to do to us - leave us alone! Bless
those who curse you? What does that even look like?

So, | have had the pleasure of living with these scriptures, and trying to understand how |
might embody them in this present - fraught, discombobulating moment, and | had a couple
of Epiphanies! (YAY - finding insights and illuminating our scriptural lessons is exactly what
this season of Epiphany is all about.)

First insight — Jesus had some serious enemies, who absolutely wanted to curse him, hoped
for his death, and eventually killed him. Never, in all of scripture do we have our lord and savior
condemning his executioners or his enemies. He was quick to point out hypocrisy — and we
are going to have many many lessons about authentically living out our faith during the season
of Lent, but today’s insight is that Jesus set the example for loving his enemies, perhaps even
healing people who had hated him, and he blessed all sorts of people who were very different
from himself. So — Jesus makes this challenging edict in today’s scripture, and lives out the
truth and power of these mandates throughout his life.

My second insight — and apologies if this is a “NO DUH” realization or you are way ahead of
me....but if you pray for your enemies, if you love and do good for those who hate you - guess
what? They cease to be your enemies. Prayer will soften your heart. It will find cracks that
allow compassion to seep in, so that while you may never ever see eye to eye or agree with
someone who was once your enemy, loving them will transform your relationship into
something that God can work with.

We have a pretty incredible example in our Hebrew scripture from Genesis this morning.
Joseph, who was tortured by his brothers, who were jealous that he was their father’s favorite.
This family rift included the brothers selling Joseph into slavery! It all turns out well in the end,
but this morning as we hear, Joseph returns to these rotter brothers of his and they don’t
even want to speak to Joseph. Joseph must have prayed and asked God to transform his
relationship with his brothers, because he has forgiven them for their evil doings. This
morning we find that Joseph can even weep with this brothers, and kiss them — which — and
hereitis - The transformative power of love - his brothers turn toward Joseph and they talked
with him — their family rift was healed.

Did any of Joseph’s actions change the horrible things that his brothers did to him? They did
not. Their mistreatment and torture of their brother was not ok, but the point in Genesis is
that Joseph’s love allowed the brothers to redeem themselves, which is a lesson shared
through the ages, and gifted to us today.
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Now that | have returned to consuming more of the news these days, | have spent the last
month wondering how our faith informs our actions. I’ve wondered what we are called to do,
as the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement. And | think that today’s scripture readings
are precisely about God’s call to us and spells out, not just the expectations, but the only
workable solution that we can engage in, en banc. We have to “Love our enemies, do good
to those who hate, bless those who curse and pray for abusers.”

This isn’t easy — and we aren’t God in Jesus, yet this morning’s lessons so clearly call us to
action, to be reminded of the expectations that Jesus set for us and then to take affirmative
steps toward embodying them.

| can not think of a better time to be an Episcopalian. Our denomination has been so clear
about our call to hasten the arrival of the Kingdom of God where all of our siblings can be their
full, true authentic selves. We believe each of us is made in the image of God. And that all
means all — all must be able to live into their full potential. We are steeped in history and our
tradition reminds us that unity in pursuit of God’s kingdom does not require uniformity!

It seems as though many of our Kingdom values are under attack. Divisions are being sewn.
Our values are being maligned daily. — For example, ours is a church who loves, invites,
supports, welcomes and includes LGBTQIA+ people, and right now our transgender siblings
are being harmed. We have siblings who are afraid. We have siblings in Christ whose jobs are
being threatened or eliminated in ways, previously unimagined; creating chaos, uncertainty
and more fear.

| welcome robust political discussion and difficult debate about the ways in which decisions
are being made and cuts are being carried out. Truly — unity does not require uniformity.

However, we Episcopalians, answer to a higher power. We have a higher calling in common
that requires love for our enemy and neighbor alike. We gather here each week to check in
and see how we are doing because it can be hard, if not impossible. I’ll again confess that it
has been difficult to pray for the bold names in Washington, AND | will promise you that it
gets easier with practice. | would never have categorized those headline makers as my
enemies, however | believe that the relentless, implacable newsmakers are behaving in ways
that do not delight God. Their declarations are anathema to God’s Kingdom. Their chaotic
efforts make them the enemy of the baptismal covenant we all share to strive for justice and
peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.

Jesus says we must pray for them - and beyond that - we must love them. It is not optional.
It is URGENT. We are human, so we may not be perfect at the start, but we must begin. This
is God’s Executive Order, love our enemies.
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May we listen hard to God’s call. May we be open hearted to each other about the ways in
which we can actively embody God’s love - not just for those who love us — because that is
neither difficult, a credit to us, nor is it transformative, but rather may we love our enemies,
pray for those who persecute us or would postpone the arrival of the Kingdom of God. Amen+
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