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Easter Joy, comfort and redemption from God our Father and Mother and from our risen Lord,
Jesus Christ — Amen!

Welcome Happy Morning! On this gorgeous, sunny and sparkly Easter Morning, I’m curious to
know if the 40 days of Lent flew by, or seemed interminable? Scripturally speaking, we’ve
been through the full story, culminating in a remarkably sacred Holy Week that witnessed this
sanctuary transformed repeatedly as we marked Jesus’ journey with his friends, his accusers
and finally with his executioners.

Throughout the week the weight of the world and the worries and heartbreak represented
here felt heavier — and we kept inviting everyone to bring their full selves to the foot of the
cross. To offer and witness the inestimable love literally embodied by Jesus — who even in the
pain and sadness of the cross offered himself and reminded us to give of our selves to each
other as he loves us.

Here we are on this effervescent Easter Morning — standing with Mary at the empty tomb.
Whatever psychic or physical wounds or worries we are traveling with, we bring to this
gorgeous and sacred space, as we collectively peer into an empty tomb.

Where is Jesus?

Mary Magdalen arrived at the tomb, with no plans for how she was going to overcome the
giant stone at the mouth of this freshly hewn cave, but she is carrying spices and perfumes in
order to fulfill the ancient burial rituals that were expected of the religiously observant.

Where is Jesus? Mary is curious and takes action! She is so astonished at this nonsensical sight
of this empty cave that she runs off to tell her friends - she explains that the rock has been
rolled away, and that the tomb is empty. They return with her but then run off (we’ll catch up
with them next week!)

When she returns, Mary is weeping with grief. She is curious and bereft. She wants to fulfill
the customs and anoint and honor her dearly departed friend. She begs the angel and the
presumed gardener to tell her where they have placed the body of Jesus.
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Let us not get ahead of this story but instead, may we sit in the confounding and confusing
circumstances in which Mary finds herself. Nothing makes sense. And EVERYTHING has
changed.

[For those of you who have joined the burgeoning cult of listening to True Crime Podcasts -
how would your favorite host unspool this scene - think how GREAT the narration of this
moment would be?!

The Where is Jesus Podcast

“On Friday, witnesses at the foot of the cross confirmed that Jesus of Nazareth had breathed
his last. His final words were memorialized as the fulfillment of scripture - “It is finished”. A
soldier was so moved by Jesus’ love and thoughtfulness even in the agony intended to
humiliate and defeat him, that the soldier declared Jesus to “surely be the son of God”. That
was Friday. Before sundown Joseph of Arimathea took custody of the deceased’s body,
wrapped it in religious cloth and carried the wrapped remains to a fresh, never before used
burial tomb. Once the body was anointed with spices and wrapped, it was laid gently in its
final resting place.

Knowing that there would be widespread curiosity, and the potential for vandalism, a dozen
men were drafted into the service of rolling the giant stone in front of the cave to seal it for
eternity, away from the prying eyes, curiosity seekers or tricksters who held vendettas against
Jesus.

And this morning we have the stunning report from Mary Magdelane, who was one of Jesus’
closest friends. She was among his followers who enjoyed the counter-cultural privilege of
eating with him in person in large and small groups. She ministered to him when others were
ignorant or distracted from Jesus’ teachings. She was among his closest friends. So, if Mary
says that this enormous rock has somehow been set aside and that tomb is empty - we
believe it!]

Where is Jesus?

Mary is not paralyzed by outrage or fear. She is curious and quietly determined to act faithfully.
Where is Jesus? Is he dressed as a gardener, or is Mary so at a loss to make sense of an empty
tomb that she can’t focus on the man before her. It is not until Jesus calls Mary by name that
she recognizes him and greets him lovingly as Rabbouni.

Imagine THAT moment of surprise and transition! Jesus cautions her not to run to him or
touch him because he has not yet ascended to heaven — we’re not QUITE sure what that’s
about, since Jesus is the very first person to rise from the dead, perhaps it is a gradual process.
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It is Mary who sees Jesus and experiences our risen Lord first. It is Mary who’s love, curiosity
and patience that is rewarded by Jesus’ presence and his explanation of what is to happen. It
is Mary who runs to tell her friends and Jesus’ followers including each of us that Jesus is
alive!

Jesus is here — he is showing up in gardens. He is going to walk down some roads with friends
- again unrecognized. He is going to break bread again with his confused and sequestered
disciples, and he will let a doubter see and touch his wounds, as he invites each of us to join
him in the eucharistic feast ahead.

We are also invited to live as Easter people — people who know that death is overcome that
darkness is defeated and that love - the ultimate gift and spiritual nourishment of our Lord is
freely given to each of us, who are known and loved, just as we are.

Jesus is perpetually calling us by name, to turn toward him and away from distractions. Jesus
invites us to lay down our fears and lean into our faith for comfort, for strength, for renewal
and to sustain us for our life’s journey.

We are also commanded to love one another - to love our neighbors — even the grumpy ones
as Jesus loves us. Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection are the foundational truths that changed
the world forever. And his work continues.

Where is Jesus? He is here — he is alive and he loves us! He is with the heartbroken, he is with
the newly diagnosed, he is with the lonely, the stranger, the lost and the least, and he is with
us, and like Mary, may we be curious and available.

May we all find Mary moments - similar moments of clarity this morning and throughout this
remarkable Easter Season, when Jesus becomes recognizable to us, when our vision clears,
when distractions are set aside and when we can feel in every fiber of our beings that we are
known and loved completely. Amen+ Alleluia Alleluia - thanks be to God!
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