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Good morning, and welcome to St. Andrew’s on this second Sunday of 
Advent. We are so grateful that you are here!  

In this holy season of longing and anticipation, when we prepare our 
hearts for the coming of Christ, we also rejoice in welcoming Jamie Colin 
Staples into the Body of Christ. Baptism in Advent is a beautiful reminder 
that God’s future is always breaking into our present—that in the midst of 
waiting, God is doing a new thing among us.  

Today, as we light the Advent candles and listen for the voice of the 
prophets, we also gather around the waters of baptism to witness God’s 
promises spoken again. Whether you are a longtime member, a 
returning friend, or visiting with family today, we are honored that you are 
here. Your presence adds joy to our worship and strengthens the 
community that will help Jamie grow in faith, hope, and love.  

Welcome to this day of expectation and renewal. Welcome to a 
community that rejoices in God’s promises. Welcome to St. Andrew’s. 

St. Andrew's is committed to being a welcoming learning community, 
and we are poised and eager to learn from Jamie as he grows and 
matures into their stature in Christ. This morning, we will also affirm our 
lifelong commitment to his family and friends as a place of welcome and 
belonging, as they navigate the road ahead, supporting this child to 
reach his full beloved potential.  

Please participate in this morning's service as fully as you are 
comfortable. You are enthusiastically invited to come to the altar rail for 
communion.  

Whether today is your first time at St. Andrew’s or this is your spiritual 
home, we are grateful for your presence and for your prayers. Thank you 
for participating in this morning’s service. May God’s Peace and joy be 
made known to you this day and always. 

 

Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.  
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We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                        Prepare the way, O Zion (H 65)

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Celebrant: 
Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope 
of the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of 
every nation. 
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the first and second candle 
of this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ's promise to bring 
us salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION   
Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
Celebrant:  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People:  There is one hope in God's call to us; 
Celebrant:  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People:  One God and Father of all. 
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KYRIE                                                  Lord, have mercy upon us (WILLAN) (S 91) 

THE COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme 
of the day or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in 
the scriptures for the day and is a terrific prayer to take with you and revisit throughout 
your week to reconnect to the spirit and love that you encounter this morning. 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray, saying together 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST LESSON 
This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus 
knew and from which he often referred or quoted.  

Isaiah 11:1-10 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
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A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together;  
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
Reader: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People: Thanks be to God.    
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THE PSALM 
The psalms/canticles are prayers that Jesus used and express the full range of 
emotion and humanity’s relationship with God and one another.   

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19:   To be read in unison. 
Give the king your justice, O God,  
  and your righteousness to the King’s Son; 
That he may rule your people righteously  
  and the poor with justice; 
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  
  and the little hills bring righteousness. 
He shall defend the needy among the people;  
  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,  
  from one generation to another. 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  
  like showers that water the earth. 
In his time shall the righteous flourish;  
  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel,  
  who alone does wondrous deeds! 
And blessed be his glorious Name forever,  
  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON   
This reading is usually a letter, or epistle, to the early Church, the Acts of the 
Apostles, or the Revelation to John.  

Romans 15:4-13 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we 
might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with 
Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
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circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to 
your name”; 

and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 

and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 

and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Reader: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God.    

The sequence hymn moves us toward the summit of the Liturgy of the Word—the 
reading of the Holy Gospel. Gospel means “good news”—specifically the “good news 
of Jesus.” 

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE           The desert shall rejoice (Sterling) (WLP 722) 
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THE GOSPEL 

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON   The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq. 

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the 
scriptures. It illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.  

Children return from Children’s Chapel to support their friends to be baptized. 
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HOLY BAPTISM 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 

Celebrant:                                 The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now  
                                                     be presented. 
Parents and Godparents: I present Jamie Colin to receive the 

Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant: Will you be responsible for seeing that the 
child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents: I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant: Will you by your prayers and witness help 
this child to grow into the full stature of 
Christ? 

Parents and Godparents: I will, with God’s help. 

The examination continues. The parents and godparents speak on behalf of the 
children receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant:         Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to  
                            support these persons in their life in Christ? 

Question: 
 
Answer: 

Question: 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of 
wickedness that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt 
and destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer: I renounce them. 
 

Question: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love 
of God? 

Answer: I renounce them. 

Question: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer: I do. 

 
Question: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer: I do.  
Question: 
Answer: 

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
I do. 
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The community answers with conviction. 

People: WE WILL! 

Celebrant:         Let us join with those who are committing themselves to  
                            Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT  

Celebrant:         Do you believe in God the Creator? 
People:         I believe in God almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant:         Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People:         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
  born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius   
  Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He   
  descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.    
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right  
  hand of God the Father. He will come again to judge the  
  living and the dead. 
   

Celebrant:         Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People:         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

          the  communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
          the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant:         Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and  
                             fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 
People:         I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant:         Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you 
        fall  into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People:         I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant:         Will you proclaim by word and example  
        the Good News of God in Christ? 

People:         I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant:         Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,  
        loving your neighbor as yourself? 
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People:      I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant:      Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  
     and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People:      I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant:      Will you cherish the wondrous works of God,  

     and protect the beauty and integrity of all creation? 
People:      I will, with God’s help. 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES  

Celebrant:       Let us now pray for Jamie who is to  
                          receive the Sacrament of new birth.  

Leader: Deliver Jamie, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Open his heart to your grace and truth. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Keep Jamie in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Send Jamie into the world in witness to your love. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People: 

Leader: 

 

 
Leader: 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the special needs and concerns of those gathered here and 
those living in fear or doubt. 

(People may add their own petitions and requests for help.) 

Hear us, Lord. 
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People: 

Leader: 

 

Leader: 

People: 
Leader: 

 
 
 
 
People: 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  

   (People may add their own blessings) 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all of the family and friends of the Staples Family  
who have died, especially Jamie’s great grandparents,  
Frank and Josephine, Arthur and Jean, Eleanore and Raymond, and  
Rita and his great aunt Christine that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom.  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon 
them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

Celebrant:      Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of 
                          Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his  
                          resurrection and look for him to come again in glory, who        
                          lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
As the candidate and his family and friends move to the font, we sing with joy 

Shall We Gather at the River (LEVAS 141) (V 1-2) 
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THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

 
 
  

 
 
 

Celebrant: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the 
Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the 
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 
the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, God, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with 
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are 
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we 
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may 
continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to 
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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THE BAPTISM 

The congregation proclaims with joy and conviction each Amen. 

FOR THE CANDIDATE 

Jamie Colin, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 
Jamie Colin you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as 
Christ's own forever. AMEN. 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you 
have bestowed upon your servant Jamie Colin the forgiveness of sin, 
and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your 
Holy Spirit. Give Jamie an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to 
will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
and wonder in all your works. AMEN. 

 
The Godparents of the newly baptized receive a lit candle and memorial towel as a 
reminder of the light of Christ and a gift basket from St. Andrew’s. 

Celebrant: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

All proclaim with joy and conviction: 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ 
crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal 
priesthood. 

As the newly baptized is walked around the church and introduced we welcome him 
and sing with joy. 

Shall We Gather at the River                                             (LEVAS 141) (V 3-4) 
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THE PEACE 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
The people greet one another with a loving sign of God’s peace and gratitude to be 
joined together in community. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE:  
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself a gift and sacrifice to God. 

THE OFFERTORY 
At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, 
symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. An offering is received to 
support the St. Andrew’s ministry of making Kindness Loud, and sharing God’s love in 
many forms. You are invited to make a gift, which the priest will bless and offer to God. 
You can make a gift as the plate is passed, by scanning the QR code, or donating online 
at StAndrewshanover.org. 
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ANTHEM AT THE OFFERTORY                                                  Down by the Jordan    

 

 

Children present the donations for the Hanover Food Pantry.  
The ushers will bring the gifts forward. 

DOXOLOGY 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
Celebrant: God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come 
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name: 

SANCTUS                                    Holy, holy, holy (Schubert/Proulx) (S130) 
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker and of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 
Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, 
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray.  The link 
between our daily bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an 
ancient connection. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The priest breaks the bread in silence. 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

 

FRACTION       

                                            
 
THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION  
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on God in your hearts 
by faith, with thanksgiving. 

COMMUNION   
The homemade Communion bread is gluten free. 



 
  Second Sunday of Advent Year A || Page 21 of 28 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                                        I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry

 

 
 

SILENT REFLECTION  
After Communion we observe a few moments of silence to reflect and give God 
thanks. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray.   
Eternal God, heavenly Creator, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart;  through Christ our Lord. Amen.             

BLESSING  

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the 
hearts of those who travel the way with us. So be swift to love, and 
make haste to make kindness loud, and may the blessing of God 
our Creator, redeemer and sustainer be with you now and always. 
Amen.    

Children are invited to join the priest at the altar during the Recessional Hymn and 
to bear the consecrated elements out of the Church and to help to dispose of them 
reverently outside. 

HYMN AT THE CLOSING                       Hail to the Lord's Anointed (H 616)      
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DISMISSAL 

Celebrant:  Our worship has ended, let our service begin as we go 
out into the world rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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PRAYER LIST 
Caroline Talbot - Link Family -- Stern Family - Ben - Prescott and Mansfield 
families - Peter Mansfield - Alec - Ann Ferzoco - Ellen Elliott -- Meredith C -- 
Greg Eaton - Nicol Family – John – Arlene Watkins – Tracy Sprows – Dennis - 
Lee G – Don S – Pam E – Jan B – Leah – Katrina & Darren – Paul Nicol –Mark D 
– Art J – Matthew –Thomas & Gloria – Susannah L -- David – Margie T – 
Paula – Bill – David H – Sharon M – Greyson - Rosie & Silva Family – Haley - 
Noah Sye - Sarah – Valerie – Dennis  
O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers, mercifully 
accept our prayers, and grant to these your servants the help of your power, 
that their sickness may be turned into health, and our sorrow into joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Each week this prayer list includes requests we have received through 
publication. If you wish to add people to this list, please use the prayer board 
in the narthex; email office@standrewshanover.org; call the office; place a 
note on the offertory plate; or give to an usher or to Rev. Amy at Sunday 
service. 

Prayers of ALL The People  
Throughout this holiday season, we will continue to invite friends and 
neighbors to offer prayers for themselves and others. Please grab a form in 
the narthex if you would like your prayers included, or fill one out one on the 
parish website home page or please share the link with family and friends. All 
of the prayers will be assembled and offered as a focus for our prayer of the 
people for our service on Sunday, December 28th. If you would like to be 
among the volunteers to read these prayers please let Joanne know.   

 
 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 
 Children's Chapel meets every Sunday in the Parish Hall. Children of all ages are 
welcome, and parents are warmly invited to have some of their own sacred time in 
the sanctuary with other grown ups. Children will re-join you and the service during 
announcements. 

 

OUR YOUTH 

OUR PRAYER AND SACRAMENTAL LIFE 

mailto:office@standrewshanover.org


 
  Second Sunday of Advent Year A  || Page 25 of 28 
 
 

SHORE TO SHORE - HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
 We are excited for the December 14th gathering of the Shore to Shore Youth Group 
here at St. Andrew’s at 5pm for a Chipotle feast and some great youth fellowship. If 
youth need a ride to join us please let co-convener and ride coordinator Jim 
Laprade know, (JFLaprade@comcast.net or call/text (617) 312-4631. 
 

 
 

 
HANOVER FOOD PANTRY 
 This month we are collecting: Kitchen trash bags (13 gallon); Toothbrushes (adult); 
Canned chicken broth; Canned pineapple; Spaghetti; Liquid dish soap; Mustard 
and ketchup; Canned beef stew; Canned chili; Cranberry juice; Juice boxes; 
Crackers & chips. 
 
REHOBOTH HOUSE BLANKET & DETERGENT COLLECTION – DEADLINE DECEMBER 21 
Once again, it’s time to donate blankets and laundry detergent for our friends at 
Rehoboth House. The laundry detergent should be large jugs (no pods please), and 
they request that the blankets be twin size if possible. Donations can be dropped 
off at the stage in the parish hall. The team at Rehoboth House wants to thank St. 
Andrew’s in advance for our continued generosity and kindness. 

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Thank you to each of our pledging members for your on-going support of the 
ministry at St. Andrew's. If you have run out of pledge envelopes, please let the 
office know so that we can provide you with supplemental envelopes. The 
Stewardship Committee has been meeting, and is excited to send you a pledge 
packet. This mailing took place on Friday December 5th. Our Ingathering Sunday 
will be January 11th, 2026 when we will gather and bless all of the pledges for 
2026. January 11 is also the celebration of the Baptism of Jesus AND we will be 
baptizing some of our children on that Sunday as well. Mark your calendars and 
please plan to join us on January 11, 2026! 
 
 
 
 

OUR OUTREACH EFFORTS 

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY  
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INVITE JESUS OVER 
St. Andrews would like the congregation to invite Jesus into their lives and into their 
homes.  Each week Jesus will go home with a parishioner who will include him in 
their daily routine including spending time praying with him. Share pictures or 
stories of your time with Jesus and email them to Joanne in the office. 

HAND BELLS 
The Back Bay Ringers holiday concert will be held in our sanctuary at 2:00pm on 
Sunday, December 14. For tickets see https://backbayringers.org/events/ 

MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS REHEARSALS 
Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
The handbell choir will rehearse in the sanctuary immediately following the 9:30 
service on Sunday, Dec. 7, 14, and 21, in preparation of Christmas. All are welcome. 

St. Andrew's Festival Choir 
Choir rehearsals for Christmas Eve will be held on Dec. 16, 17, 22, and 23 from 5:30-
7:00pm in the sanctuary. All are welcome. 

INQUIRER’S CLASS 
Do you have questions about the Episcopal Church? Were you raised in a different 
denomination and would like to be officially received as an Episcopalian? Are you 
not sure what that means or entails? THIS Sunday, and Sunday December 14th our 
Inquirer’s Class welcomes you to join us at Noon. Bring your questions and grab the 
book “The Way of Love” in the parish hall which provides the foundation for our 
discussions. All are welcome! 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS:  
Do you have 3- 4 hours a week to donate to St. Andrew’s? We are seeking some 
office volunteers who can supplement our administrative talent during the 
holidays. We are seeking assistance with answering phones, greeting visitors and 
creating some systems for enhanced office efficiency. Thank you in advance for 
discerning whether this might be part of your call and lay ministry.  

HELP GREENING THE SANCTUARY. Watch for date and time the Altar Guild will need 
help.  

https://backbayringers.org/events/
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Inquirer's Class - Sundays, December 7, 14; noon to 1:30 pm 

 
• Today, Sunday, December 7 at 2 pm : Memorial Service for  

Margaret A. Jokinen Tyrie (mother of Cheri Dauphinee) with reception to 
follow in parish hall 
 

• Vestry Meeting: Sunday, December 21 
 

• Christmas Pageant at 9:30 Sunday service on December 21  
 

• Christmas Services:  
 

o BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE:  
Tuesday, December 23 at 7 p.m. 

 
o CHRISTMAS EVE: 

Wednesday, December 24 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
 

o CHRISTMAS DAY: 
Thursday, December 25 at 9:30 a.m. 

 
• Baptisms on January 11, 2026  
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
Centered in God,  Focused on Others 

17 Church Street, Hanover, MA 02339  
(781) 826-2062 • www.standrewshanover.org                 

The Rev. Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.  
Linda Gelinas, Warden  
Sean Glennon, Music Director 

 Joanne Bibeau, Administrative Assistant  
 Jesse Avellino, Sexton  
 Courtney Hill, Sunday School Director

This Sunday: 
Crucifer:     Cheri Dauphinee 
Gospeler:     Chuck Fiorentino 
Torch Bearer:    Jen Mitchell 
Audio/Visual:    Stephen Ryerson and 
                             Ben Coleman-Lyon                              
 

Lay Readers:     Suzanne Bunszel and  
                             Elise Mckee                             
Chalice Bearers:    Suzanne Bunszel and  
                                  Jen Mitchell 
                                 
 

Vestry Officers & Members: Linda Gelinas, Senior Warden; Michelle Joyce, Treasurer; Chuck 
Rogers, Secretary; Susan Scopelleti; Janet Keane; Elise McKee; Gordon O'Reilly; Suzanne Bunszel          
Contact Information: 
Do you receive “The Call”, our weekly e-newsletter, on Wednesdays?  If not, please let an usher 
know and we will help you to subscribe (or use link on website). 
Check out our website www.standrewshanover.org  
or our facebook page https://www.facebook.com/standrewshanover  
or our youtube channel https://www.youtube.com/@saintandrewshanoverma/  
for all of the latest news. 
Rev. Amy’s email address is RevAmy@standrewshanover.org and pastoral phone is 781-422-4112 
Joanne Bibeau’s email address is office@standrewshanover.org and the office phone is 781-826-
2062 
RECURRING EVENTS: 
Sundays: 9:30am service, Choir practice 8:45 a.m., Sunday School/Children’s Chapel 
Office Hours: Tues. & Wed.:  9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Thurs.: 12:00 to 6:00 p.m.    
Mondays: Rector’s Sabbath          
                                                     
                                                                                                                                            online giving link: 

http://www.standrewshanover.org/
http://www.standrewshanover.org/

