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BLESSING AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Celebrant.

Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope
of the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of
every nation.

Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the first candle of this
wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ's promise to bring us
salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People: Glory to God for ever and ever.
COLLECT FOR ST. ANDREW

Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Andrew that he readily
obeyed the call of your Son Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him:
Give us, who are called by your Holy Word, grace to follow him without delay,
and to bring those near to us into his gracious presence; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us (WILLAN) (S 91)
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Lord, have mer-cy up - on  us. Lord, have mer-cy up - on  us.

THE COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme
of the day or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in
the scriptures for the day and is a terrific prayer to take with you and revisit throughout
your week to reconnect to the spirit and love that you encounter this morning.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray, saying together
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON

This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus
knew and from which he often referred or quoted.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LoORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LorD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LorD!
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Reader:  Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM

The psalms/canticles are prayers that Jesus used and express the full range of
emotion and humanity’s relationship with God and one another.

PSALM 122 : To be read responsively.
| was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LorD."
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LorD,
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the Lorp.
For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
"May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions’ sake,
| pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the LOrRD our God,
| will seek to do you good.”

THE SECOND LESSON

This reading is usually a letter, or epistle, to the early Church, the Acts of the
Apostles, or the Revelation to John.

Romans 13:11-14
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of
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darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader:  Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people.
People: Thanks be to God.

The sequence hymn moves us toward the summit of the Liturgy of the Word—the

reading of the Holy Gospel. Gospel means “good news”—specifically the “good news
of Jesus.”

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE O heavenly Word, eternal Light (H 64)
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THE GOSPEL

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in
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those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.

The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the
scriptures. It illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.

SILENT REFLECTION

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Aimighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We seek the mighty God in the most unlikely places as a child in a
stable, and in an empty tomb. May God hear these prayers, which come
from the unlikely corners of our lives.

Holy God, teach your Church to pray with boldness. Empower us to
advocate for justice, to persist in compassion, and to speak truth in love.
We pray especially for Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Julia our Bishop
Diocesan, and for all who lead in your Church. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, you promise steadfast love and truth. Guide the leaders of every
land to govern with equity, humility, and courage. Strengthen those who
work for peace in every nation and neighborhood. We pray especially
for places torn by war, poverty, and injustice. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God you sustain all who proclaim the Gospel and seek truth. We pray
especially for those in our Diocesan cycle of prayer: Churches of the
Alewife Deanery: Church of Our Saviour, Arlington; St. John’s Church,
Arlington; Order of St. Anne & Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington; The
Standing Committee; Brotherhood of St. Gregory. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Redeemer of all, you search for the lost and forgotten, those in pain and
in need. We pray for the creatures and the human beings of your world
who are ill, or in danger, pain, or special need, especially for those who
are newly diagnosed or navigating chronic or acute iliness, and for all
who suffer from the unjust, violent, or wasteful use of the earth'’s
resources or their devastation by war, that all may one day live in
communities of justice and peace. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Spirit, you inspire acts of love that transform lives. Bless the work
of advocates, caregivers, and peacemakers. Strengthen those who serve in
schools, shelters, clinics, and courts. Help us to be agents of welcome,
generosity, and courage in our own communities. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.
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God of every generation, we give thanks for the gifts of daily bread, for
answered prayers, and for your faithfulness. We name our
thanksgivings before you now:

God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

Eternal One, we remember all who have died, especially those we name
now:

Grant them your peace and let light perpetual shine upon them.
Comfort all who grieve with your presence and promise. God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Give us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch, that we may
know your presence in our midst during this holy season of joy as we
anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ. Amen.

CONFESSION
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.

People: God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each
other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.
Amen.

Celebrant:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The people greet one another with a loving sign of God'’s peace and gratitude to be
joined together in community.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY SENTENCE:
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself a gift and sacrifice to God.

THE OFFERTORY

At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us,
symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. An offering is received to
support the St. Andrew’s ministry of making Kindness Loud, and sharing God'’s love in
many forms. You are invited to make a gift, which the priest will bless and offer to God.
You can make a gift as the plate is passed, by scanning the QR code, or donating online
at StAndrewshanover.org.
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Children present the donations for the Hanover Food Pantry.
The ushers will bring the gifts forward.

DOXOLOGY
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Celebrant: God be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Aimighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death,
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory
of your Name:
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Holy, holy, holy (Schubert/Proulx) (S130)
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,
the God and maker and of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ,
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link
between our daily bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an
ancient connection.

THE LORD'’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The priest breaks the bread in silence.

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on God in your hearts
by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION
The homemade Communion bread is gluten free.

SILENT REFLECTION

After Communion we observe a few moments of silence to reflect and give God thanks.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Creator, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of
those who travel the way with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to
make kindness loud, and may the blessing of God our Creator,
redeemer and sustainer be with you now and always. Amen.
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HYMN AT THE CLOSING Rejoice! rejoice, believers (Llangloffan) (H 68)
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Celebrant: Our worship has ended, let our service begin as we go
out into the world rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, Alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

First Sunday of Advent Year A || Page 16 of 20



OUR PRAYER AND SACRAMENTAL LIFE

PRAYER LIST

Caroline Talbot - Link Family -- Stern Family - Ben - Prescott and Mansfield families
- Peter Mansfield - Alec - Ann Ferzoco - Ellen Elliott -- Meredith C -- Greg Eaton -
Nicol Family — John — Arlene Watkins — Tracy Sprows — Dennis - Lee G —Don S —
Pam E — Jan B — Leah - Katrina & Darren — Paul Nicol —Mark D — Art J — Matthew -
Thomas & Gloria — Susannah L -- David — Margie T — Paula — Bill — David H — Sharon
M — Greyson - Rosie & Silva Family — Haley - Noah Sye - Sarah — Valerie — Dennis

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers, mercifully accept our
prayers, and grant to these your servants the help of your power, that their sickness
may be turned into health, and our sorrow into joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Each week this prayer list includes requests we have received through publication. If
you wish to add people to this list, please use the prayer board in the narthex; email
office@standrewshanover.org; call the office; place a note on the offertory plate; or
give to an usher or to Rev. Amy at Sunday service.

give to an usher or to Rev. Amy at Sunday service.

BAPTISMS

The next Baptisms to take place at St. Andrew's will be on Sunday, December 7, 2025
and Sunday, January 11, 2026 at the Sunday 9:30 service. If you are interested in
someone and/or yourself being baptized on that day, please fill out the form at the
Baptism LINK on the parish website and return it to the office. Baptism Prep
Gathering is Wednesday, December 3 at 6 p.m. and by Zoom (see website).

Prayers of ALL The People

Throughout this holiday season, we will continue to invite friends and neighbors to
offer prayers for themselves and others. Please grab a form in the narthex if you
would like your prayers included, or fill one out one on the parish website home
page or please share the link with family and friends. All of the prayers will be
assembled and offered as a focus for our prayer of the people for our service on
Sunday, December 28th. If you would like to be among the volunteers to read these
prayers please let Joanne know.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL

Children’'s Chapel meets every Sunday in the Parish Hall. Children of all ages are welcome,
and parents are warmly invited to have some of their own sacred time in the sanctuary
with other grown ups. Children will re-join you and the service during announcements.
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SHORE TO SHORE - HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

The next gathering of the Shore to Shore teenagers will be Sunday, December 14th from 5-
6:30 pm. Participating teens will create a video to share with our South African
counterparts in a first step to get to know each other. Thank you for all of the ways you are
supporting this new ministry. The teens have opted for Chipotle as their dinner. Please
spread the word and share this open invitation. All teenagers are very

welcome! Recruiting carpool volunteers. See Rev. Amy if you are available.

OUR OUTREACH EFFORTS

HANOVER FOOD PANTRY

This month we are collecting: Kitchen trash bags (13 gallon); Toothbrushes (adult);
Canned chicken broth; Canned pineapple; Spaghetti; Liquid dish soap; Mustard and
ketchup; Canned beef stew; Canned chili; Cranberry juice; Juice boxes; Crackers & chips.

REHOBOTH HOUSE BLANKET & DETERGENT COLLECTION — DEADLINE DECEMBER 21

Once again, it's time to donate blankets and laundry detergent for our friends at
Rehoboth House. The laundry detergent should be large jugs (no pods please), and they
request that the blankets be twin size if possible. Donations can be dropped off at the
stage in the parish hall. The team at Rehoboth House wants to thank St. Andrew’s in
advance for our continued generosity and kindness.

STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship Season is upon us. Stewardship is our grateful response to God's generosity.
This is the season to review all of our gifts - time, talent and treasure - to work together to
enable God's mission in Hanover and beyond. Please prayerfully consider where God is
calling you to invest, as we prepare packets and invitations to share in November.

INVITE JESUS OVER

St. Andrews would like the congregation to invite Jesus into their lives and into their
homes. Each week Jesus will go home with a parishioner who will include him in their
daily routine including spending time praying with him. Share pictures or stories of your
time with Jesus and email them to Joanne in the office.

HAND BELLS
The Back Bay Ringers holiday concert will be held in our sanctuary at 2:200pm on Sunday,
December 14. For tickets see https://backbayringers.org/events/
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How About a Quick Volunteer Stint?

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS: Do you have 3- 4 hours a week to donate to St. Andrew’s? We are
seeking some office volunteers who can supplement our administrative talent during the
holidays. We are seeking assistance with answering phones, greeting visitors and creating
some systems for enhanced office efficiency.

We are particularly excited to find a handful of folks who can work together to create a
warm, organized and welcoming space in our office. If organizing and interior design are
part of your call, please consider investing your talents in our office facelift! Thank you in
advance for discerning whether this might be part of your call and lay ministry.

HELP MOVE ON ITEMS IN GRANDMA'S ATTIC. See Janet Keane if you can take a box or two.
HELP "GREENING" THE SANCTUARY. Watch for date and time the Altar Guild will need help.

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE: December 5, 5:30-8:30. We need you to bake! All cookies must
be packaged to sell in Ziploc bags of two or three cookies each. Please label the cookies if
they have nuts or no nuts. The church will be open to drop off cookies Thursday 12/4
during normal business hours and from 6-8 p.m. and on Friday starting at 10 a.m. We will
also be open the night of 12/4 to set up. We could use some helpers! Many hands make
light work! We will need to set up the planks in the sanctuary and plate the cookies.

We will need helpers the night of the sale, to weigh cookies and cash people out, to set out
the cookies, to usher and act as greeters, to work the raffles, and to help with boxes etc. If
you can help out the night of the event please contact Sarah Kelbaugh at
sarah@kelbaugh.com or text to 781-243-9003.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

. Inquirer's Class - Sundays, November 30 and December 7, 14; noon to
1:30 pm

. Baptism Prep Gathering, Wednesday December 3 in person & by Zoom

. Hanover Four Corners Cookie Sale - Friday, December 5

. Baptism at 9:30 a.m. Sunday service on December 7, 2025

. Christmas Pageant at 9:30 Sunday service on December 21

Christmas Services:

« BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: Tuesday, December 21 at 7 p.m.
« CHRISTMAS EVE:

Wednesday, December 24 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
« CHRISTMAS DAY:

Thursday, December 25 at 9:30 a.m.

. Baptisms on January 11, 2026
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Centered in God, Focused on Others

17 Church Street, Hanover, MA 02339
(781) 826-2062 « www.standrewshanover.org

The Rev. Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq. Joanne Bibeau, Administrative Assistant
Linda Gelinas, Warden Jesse Avellino, Sexton

Sean Glennon, Music Director Courtney Hill, Sunday School Director
This Sunday:

Crucifer: Cheri Dauphinee Lay Readers:  Sarah Kelbaugh and
Gospeler: Chuck Fiorentino Linda Gelinas

Torch Bearer: Jen Mitchell Chalice Bearers: Linda Gelinas and
Audio/Visual: Stephen Ryerson and Steve Boutin

Ben Coleman-Lyon

Vestry Officers & Members: Linda Gelinas, Senior Warden; Michelle Joyce, Treasurer; Chuck
Rogers, Secretary; Susan Scopelleti; Janet Keane; Elise McKee; Gordon O'Reilly; Suzanne Bunszel
Contact Information:

Do you receive “The Call”, our weekly e-newsletter, on Wednesdays? If not, please let an usher
know and we will help you to subscribe (or use link on website).

Check out our website www.standrewshanover.org

or our facebook page https:/ /www.facebook.com/standrewshanover

or our youtube channel https://www.youtube.com/@saintandrewshanovermal/

for all of the latest news.

Rev. Amy’s email address is RevAmy@standrewshanover.org and pastoral phone is 781-422-4112
Joanne Bibeau's email address is office@standrewshanover.org and the office phone is 781-826-
2062

RECURRING EVENTS:

Sundays: 9:30am service, Choir practice 8:45 a.m., Sunday School/Children’s Chapel

Office Hours: Tues. & Wed.: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Thurs.: 12:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Mondays: Rector’s Sabbath

online giving link:
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