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PRELUDE:  1st and 2nd movements from Concerto for Young Pianists, by M. Edwards 

                                                                                                              Played by William McKee 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
We begin our worship as a gathered community by praising God in song. 

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION Angels, from the realms of glory (Regent Square) (H 93) 

 

 

 

 
  



OPENING ACCLAMATION  
Celebrant: Alleluia! I bring you good news of great joy for all people. 

To you is born a Savior who is Christ the Lord. 
People:       O come, let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY OR RESPONSIVE PRAYERS 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS   
Celebrant: Beloved, let us love one another,   
People: for love is of God.  
Celebrant: Whoever does not love does not know God,   
People: for God is Love.  
Celebrant: In this the love of God was revealed among us,   
People: that God sent his only Son into the world,  
                    so that we might live through Jesus Christ.  
Celebrant: In this is love, not that we loved God  
People: but that God loved us   
                    and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.  
Celebrant: Beloved, since God loved us so much,   
                      we ought also to love one another.  
 

THE GLORIA       Angels we have heard on high (Gloria) (H 96) (v.1) 
 

The Gloria centers the service on the God we gather to praise in our worship. 



 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  
The collect is the appointed prayer that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the Church year. It 
summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day. 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray, saying together 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him 
who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

  



THE LESSONS  

FIRST READING   Jeremiah 31:7-14 

 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

 Thus says the LORD: 

 “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  ‘Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.’ 

 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’ 

 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,” 

 says the LORD. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God 



PSALM: Psalm 84 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD 
of hosts!  My soul has a desire and 
longing for the courts of the LORD; my 
heart and my flesh rejoice in the living 
God. 

The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she 
may lay her young; by the side of 
your altars, O LORD of hosts, my 
King and my God. 

Happy are they who dwell in your 
house! they will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose 
strength is in you! Whose hearts 
are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

Those who go through the desolate valley 
will find it a place of springs, for the early 
rains have covered it with pools of water. 

They will climb from height to 
height, and the God of gods will 
reveal himself in Zion. 

LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; and 
look upon the face of your 
Anointed. 

For one day in your courts is better than a 
thousand in my own room, and to stand 
at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

For the LORD God is both sun and 
shield; he will give grace and glory; 

No good thing will the LORD withhold 
from those who walk with integrity. 

O LORD of hosts, happy are they 
who put their trust in you! 

 

SECOND READING   Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us 

for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 

will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 

for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 

pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

           People Thanks be to God. 

  



HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE   The first Nowell the angel did say  (H 109) 

 
The sequence hymn moves us toward the summit of the Liturgy of the Word—the reading of the Holy Gospel.  Gospel 

means “good news”—specifically the “good news of Jesus.” 

 

 



 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 2:41-52 

We stand for the Gospel reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when 

he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was 

ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 

parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a 

day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 

When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three 

days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and 

his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to 

him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? 

Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand 

what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 

obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

       Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
      People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
SERMON         The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.  
 
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures.  It illuminates the scriptural 
readings and relates them to daily life. 

 

SILENT REFLECTION  



NICENE CREED 
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.”  First formulated at the council of Nicaea in 

325 AD and confirmed in 381 AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects what Christians 

believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit:  The Holy Trinity. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others.  In our prayers we pray for the Universal church, 

the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including those 

who are in need or suffer, and for the departed.  We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger 

fellowship, the church—the body of Christ. 

 

Come let us adore Christ, the Lord. Let us pray, “Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace.” 

Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: make joyful our hearts. Strengthen your Church 
with humility and faith that we might triumph over the power of evil. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: you abhor neither the simple nor the lowly. 
Shine your light on all the world that the nations may look upon your truth and find their 
salvation. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 

Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: may all of creation burst forth in songs of praise. 
May all the works of your hand glorify you. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: summon the people to yourself. 
May all of the distractions and heartache of our lives fade away in the joy of your 
presence. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
 



Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: you love us so dearly. Grant your healing grace to 
sinners, to the poor, to those in need of love. Open your arms to the sick and the lonely. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: all glory be given to you. You blessed our earthly 
bodies with your birth; and you promise to raise us to new life by your death and 
resurrection. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you:  We commend to your mercy all who have died, 
including our own Barbara Whitman, John “Jack” Cann and the named and as yet 
unnamed victims of the senseless violence in New Orleans: Hubert Gauthreaux, Drew 
Dauphin, Kareem Badawi, Nicole Perez, Matthew Tenedorio, Nikyra Cheyenne 
Dedeaux, Reggie Hunter, Tiger Bech, Billy DiMaio, Elliot Wilkinson and Terrence 
(Terry) Kennedy that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may 
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: Help us make room in our hearts and space in 
our thoughts to be able to lift up in prayer those perpetrators of violence and evil in the 
world including Shamsud-Din Jabbar. We know that your desire is to gather all of us 
into one. 
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we remember 
today the Churches of the Boston Harbor Deanery: Christ Church (Old North), Boston; 
Church of the Advent, Boston; and Charles River Episcopal Co-Housing Endeavor  
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten son to take our nature 
upon him, and to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and 
made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE   
Celebrant   The God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
All   Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
Celebrant   The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People                    And also with you.  
 
People exchange a sign of peace. 

 

*ANNOUNCEMENTS* 

 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE OFFERTORY  

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, and shared in the peace, we are prepared for the drama and 
miracle of the Holy Communion.  At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, 
symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. 

An offering is received to support St. Andrew’s ministry of sharing God’s love, hope and peace this Christmas season.  All 
are invited to make a gift as the plate is passed or by scanning the QR code on the announcement page of this bulletin, or 
online at the donation link at standrewshanover.org. 

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.   

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  

OFFERTORY HYMN  Once in royal David's city (Irby) (H 102) 

1. Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby in a 

manger for his bed: Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.  

2. He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was 

a stable, and his cradle was a stall; with the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth 

our Savior holy.  

3. We, like Mary, rest confounded that a stable should display heaven’s Word, the 

world’s creator, cradled there on Christmas day, yet this child, our Lord and brother, 

brought us love for one another. 

4. For he is our lifelong pattern; daily, when on earth he grew; he was tempted, 

scorned, rejected, tears and smiles like us he knew. Thus he feels for all our sadness, 

and he shares in all our gladness.  

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; for that child 

who seemed so helpless is our Lord in heaven above; and he leads his children on to the 

place where he is gone. 

6. Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing round, we shall see him; but in 

heaven, where his saints his throne surround: Christ, revealed to faithful eye, set a 

God's right hand on high. 

The ushers will bring the gifts forward. 

 



DOXOLOGY      (568) 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do:  thank God and recall all that God has 

done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.  The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a 

long prayer with four parts.  Each of these four parts corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the last 

Supper, where he took, blessed, broke and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood.  We 

begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 

 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 
become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 



 

SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS             S130 Holy, holy, holy (Schubert/Proulx) 
The Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God and is based on Isaiah 6:3. 

 

 



 

We recall 
God’s acts of salvation history.  The priest says the “Words of Institution” that Jesus said at the last Supper.  
At the memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the end of 
the age.  During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and wine. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever Blessed Virgin Mary, 



Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Leah, and Andrew and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 

The Great Amen is when the congregation with a unified great voice concurs with all that the priest has prayed.  It is 

the only “Amen” in all capitals found in the Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness of the congregation’s 

response. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray.  The link between our daily bread and the 

spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Celebrant:    Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The priest breaks the bread in silence. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM  Lamb of God Agnus Dei (Schubert) (S 164) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  Gluten-free 
wafers are available; please make your need known to the priest. If you prefer to receive a blessing 
instead of receiving Communion, you may indicate your choice by crossing your hands across your 
chest.   

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on God in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

COMMUNION:  The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.   [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC:   

1st and 2nd movements from Concertino in C Major by J. Haydn  

                                                                                                         Played by Kayleigh McKee 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray.   
 

Eternal God, heavenly Creator, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart;  through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING  

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, fill 
you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 
be amongst you this night, and remain with you always. Amen. 



RECESSIONAL HYMN  Hark! the herald angels sing (Mendelssohn) (H 87)

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
Celebrant: Our worship has ended. Let our service begin as we go into the world rejoicing in  

the blessed birth of baby Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People:         Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  

POSTLUDE:  3rd movement from Concertino in C Major by J. Haydn 
                                                                                                               Played by Kayleigh McKee 



PRAYER LIST 
Bill MacLellan – Nicol Family – John – Tracy Sprows – family of Amy Motta—Dennis – 
Dave N – Lee G – Don S – Pam E – Jan B – Leah – Katrina & Darren – Paul Nicol –
Mark D – Art J – Joyce – Matthew –Thomas & Gloria – Barbara Whitman – David – 
Margie T 

Each week this prayer list includes requests we have received through publication 
(Thursday, noon). If you wish to add people to this list, please submit names by email 
to office@standrewshanover.org or call the office or place a note on the offertory plate 
or give to an usher or to Rev. Amy at Sunday service. 

 
Sunday, January 12th, at 9:30 am, the Feast of the Epiphany, we will 
celebrate with baptisms and receptions. You may be baptized or received from another 
denomination into the Episcopal Church at any age. If you are interested, or curious let 
the office know and we will set up a time for preparation with Reverend Amy. These 
conversations can be in person or via Zoom if that is more convenient for you. The 
sacrament of baptism or the reception into the Episcopal Church is a great cause for 
community and family celebration, and includes a joy filled liturgy and a welcome for 
babies' godparents who may be new to St. Andrew's or the Episcopal Church. All are 
welcome! 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Parents and grownups are invited to drop children off at Children’s Chapel in the Parish 
Hall any time after 9:15am. Our kiddos will draw their name tags, enjoy a bible lesson 
and then join everyone in Big Church at announcements. 

STAY CONNECTED 
*Sign up to receive “The Call”, our weekly  
e-newsletter. Use the sign-up link at “The CALL E- News” link at 
www.standrewshanover.org or call or email the office. 
*Check out our website www.standrewshanover.org  
or our facebook page https://www.facebook.com/standrewshanover for all of the latest 
news. 
*Rev. Amy’s email address is RevAmy@standrewshanover.org and pastoral phone is 
781-422-4112 
*office/Joanne’s email address is office@standrewshanover.org 
and office phone is 781-826-2062 

 

 

Link to online giving: 

  

mailto:office@standrewshanover.org


 

INQUIRER’S CLASS  

Are you curious about becoming an Episcopalian? Have you been received into the 

Episcopal Church and would enjoy learning more about our structure, history and 

theology? Are you a lifelong Episcopalian who might enjoy a brush up on our polity? 

Reverend Amy is offering a 6-week class for inquirers. This class will meet after church 

and will repeat again on Thursday nights for those who are not able to join on Sundays. 

If you are interested, please use the “Inquirers’ Class” LINK on the website 

(standrewshanover.org) to sign up.  

Our first session will begin on Sunday, February 16th after church from 11:15 am – 

12:45pm. All questions are welcome, as are all attendees!  

  

THREE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY  

St. Andrew’s will join a very small group of churches in the US when we recognize and 

celebrate our 300th anniversary. This will be more than a year-long recognition that 

will include special events and services, an ambitious capital campaign that will allow 

us to make our campus fully accessible, and will take our communications, succession 

planning and community engagement to the next level. In all, our efforts will be aimed 

at equipping ourselves for the coming century and for doing the work that God needs 

us to do. If you are interested in a leadership or volunteer role, please join us for a brief 

overview meeting on Thursday, January 16th at 6pm. Beverages and snacks will be 

included for our informal discussion.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW – Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025.  

ALL WELCOME! 
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