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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Rejoice! rejoice, believers (Llangloffan) (H 68)
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1 Re - joice! re - joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear!
2 See that your lamps are burn - ing, re - ple-nish them with oil;
3 Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O  Je-sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.,
look now for your sal - va - tion, the end of sin and toil.
a - rise, thou Sun so longed for, a - bove this dark-ened sphere!
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing, and soon he will draw nigh;
The  mar - riage - feast is  wait - ing, the gates wide o - pen stand;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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up, watch in  ex - pec - ta -  tion! at mid - night comes the  cry.
rise up, ye heirs of glo - ry, the Bride-groom is at  hand!
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion,and ev - er be with thee!
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant: Blessed be God: creator, redeemer and sustainer.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.



RESPONSIVE PRAYERS

Beloved, let us love one another,
for love is of God.

Whoever does not love does not know God,
for God is Love.

In this the love of God was revealed among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.

In this is love, not that we loved God
but that God loved us and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us,
and God’s love will be perfected in us.

KYRIE Lord, have mercy upon us (WILLAN) (S 91)
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on us. Lord, have mer-cy up - on  us. Christ, have mer-cy up-
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Lord, have mer-cy up - on us, Lord, have mer - cy up - on us,
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray, saying together

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because
we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.



THE LESSONS

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-20
A Reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah.

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:

Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.

The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory;

he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.

I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.

And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,

and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.

At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you;

for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in Make his deeds known among the
him and not be afraid. peoples; see that they remember

For the Lord is my stronghold and my that his Name is exalted.

sure defense, and he will be my Savior. Sing the praises of the Lord, for
he has done great things, and

this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out
your joy, for the great one in the midst
of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, Give thanks
to the Lord and call upon his Name;

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God



GRADUAL HYMN

If I Had Two Coats

===

Biblical Reference: Luke 3:7—-18
Tune: LYONS 10.10.11.11 (**O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”); attr. Johann Michael Haydn
(1737—-1806); arr. William Gardiner, Sacred Melodies (London: 1815)
Alternate Tune: HANOVER (“Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim™)
Text: Copyright © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

] =
1
- —— -
1 If 1 have two coats, God calls me to share;
2 If I have some bread — and soup, all the more —
3 If mon - ey 1S mine, God calls me to live
4 O God of great truth, John’s call to o - bey
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there’s some -one near - by with  no coat to wear.
I'm called to reach out to some - one who’s poor.
as some - one who loves to en - erous - ly ive.
pre - pared us for Christ, who shows us your ay.
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And if I don’t know who that per - son might be,
And if I don’t know who that per - son might be,
And if I don’t know some - one suff - ering near me,
May we have the cour - age to try some-thing new,
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it’s to a new friend-ship that God’s call - ing me.
it’s to a new tab - le that God’s call - ing nae.
it’s to a new neigh - bor that God’s call - ing me.
to reach to new neigh-bors and SO wel - come you.
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GOSPEL Luke 3:7-18

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?”
He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked
him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.”

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.
SILENT REFLECTION

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth,
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Holy and ever-living God, you hold us in your tender embrace and you renew
and invigorate our lives with your endless mercy. Be among us with healing and hope, that
we may walk with each other in honesty, truth, justice and love in order to share each other’s
burdens and dance together in shared delights giving thanks as we enter this season of
Advent darkness faithfully awaiting the return of your love’s light at Christmas. Amen.



Candle Lighting Ceremony

Choral Reflection

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst.

Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness, Christ, be our light!

Shine in your Church gathered today!”

Responsive Litany

Advent is a time to awaken our spiritual senses.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Grant us vision to behold your glory.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Quiet us so we may hear your still, soft voice.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Make us vessels of your mercy, compassion, and grace.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
For all of us eagerly watching for your glory in our midst:

Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait,

the love of Christ as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak.

The candles are now illuminated.

This morning we light three candles. The first candle reminds us of those who find themselves
in a season of waiting, resting in hopeful anticipation for God to act. The second candle is for
anyone feeling weakened and wearied by the circumstances of life. We echo the cry of
scripture to renew their strength and increase their power. The third candle awakens our
spiritual senses, challenging us to embrace the glory of God, as we await our Savior’s promised
coming.

Choral Refrain

“Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness,
Christ, be our light! Shine in your Church gathered today!
Christ, be our light!”

Closing Prayer (Celebrant)

God of eternity, you called faithful people throughout the ages to behold your glory.

We acknowledge you call us to the same awareness today. We confess at times our spiritual
senses are stifled. Rekindle a new awareness of your everlasting glory. We stand in awe

of your deeds and ask you to repeat them in our day. In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The God of heaven has made a home on earth.
All Christ dwells among us and is one with us.
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.

People And also with you.

People exchange a sign of peace.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

OFFERTORY HYMN God, We Await Your Advent Here

God, we await your advent here: When will these desert lands rejoice?
When will new blossoms bright appear and all earth praise you with one voice?

We live in deserts we have made; gifts of your love we pass right by.
We seek possessions, more each day, and then in thirst for joy, we cry.

God, we prepare for Jesus’ birth — Searching for gifts from store to store!
Yet when you sent your Christ to earth, you gave us joy worth so much more.

When in the love of Christ we grow, streams in this desert shall abound.
Then by your Spirit we will know: true wealth in Jesus Christ is found.

Biblical References: Isaiah 35:1-2; 2 Corinthians 4:6-7; Tune: Henry Percy Smith, 1874 (“O Master, Let Me Walk
with Thee”) Text: Copyright © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

The ushers will bring the gifts forward.

DOXOLOGY (568)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
God almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy (Powell) (S129)
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Creator of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross,
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.



have
F—
i |
H
: . .
g
— p r |
|I'"uml
= — rit, e dim, PP
- I — I 1  — — — — i |
. o S
<~ L r— i
o —
world, grant_ us__  peace grant_ us___ peace
—
| |= ﬂ-’ I I IF_“'I I ! I ! I ! 1
Z 5 (===t SR :
' | | — I —
— rit, e dim. pp
INVITATION

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on God in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome at God’s table. Please let the celebrant know if you need a gluten free
wafer. If you wish a blessing only, please cross your arms over your chest.

COMMUNION: The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Creator, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING:

Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel
the way with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to make kindness loud, and may the
blessing of God our Creator, redeemer and sustainer be with you now and always. Amen.

(Children are welcome to join Rev’d Amy at the altar to help with the disposition
of the consecrated elements. They will recess out following the choir.)



RECESSIONAL HYMN Soon and Very Soon (LEVAS 14)
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1. Soon and ver-y soon__ we are goin’ to see the King,
2.No more cry-in’ there we are  goin’ to see the King,
3.No more dy-in’ there ~ we are goin’ to see the King,
4. Soon and ver-y soon___ we are goin’ to see the King;
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2.No more cry-in’ there we are  goin’ to see the King,
3.No more dy-in’ there we are goin’ to see the King,
4. Soon and ver-y soon__ we are  goin’ to see the King;
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I. Soon and ver - y  soon we are goin’ to see the King,

2. No more cry - in" there we are goin’ to see the King,

3. No more dy - in" there we are goin’ to see the King,

4, Soon and ver - y  soon we are goin’ to see the King;
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DISMISSAL

Celebrant: Our worship has ended. Let our service begin as we go into the world rejoicing
in the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia.

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!



PRAYER LIST:

Bill MacLellan — Nicol Family — Joan Macleod — John — Tracy Sprows —

family of Amy Motta—Dennis — Chum — Dave N — Lee G — Don S — Pam E — Jan B —
Leah — Katrina & Darren — Paul Nicol -Mark D — Art J

Each week this prayer list includes requests we have received through publication
(Thursday, noon). If you wish to add people to this list, please submit names by email
to office@standrewshanover.org or call the office or place a note on the offertory
plate or give to an usher or to Rev. Amy at Sunday service.

VESTRY MEETING TODAY AT 11:15 A.M. ALL ARE WELCOME!

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL.:

Parents and grownups are invited to drop children off at Children’s Chapel in the
Parish Hall any time after 9:15am. Our kiddos will draw their name tags, enjoy a
bible lesson and then join everyone in Big Church at announcements.

YOUTH GROUPS:

High School Youth Group (9th-12th grade):

Tonight! Meet at St. Stephen’s Cohasset at 5:15 p.m. for field trip to Hull restaurant for dinner
and discussion about food insecurity.

South Shore Episcopal Middle School Youth Group:

Tonight at 5:30 p.m. Christmas Party at St. John’s in Duxbury.

HANOVER FOOD PANTRY: St. Andrew’s collects items for the Hanover Food Pantry.
Please drop off in the narthex. Our current needs are: baked beans; raisin bran; pudding cups;
relish; liquid dish soap; chips; strawberry jam; peanut butter; cookie mixes; applesauce (jars);
mayo; chicken broth; grape jelly.

2024 Holiday Collection for Rehoboth House Shelter/Collection Deadline
December 22: Once again, it’s time to start collecting blankets and laundry detergent

for our friends at Rehoboth House. The laundry detergent should be large jugs (no pods
please), and they request that the blankets be twin size if possible. Donations can be dropped
off at the stage in the parish hall. The team at Rehoboth House wants to thank St. Andrew’s in
advance for our continued generosity and kindness.

St. Andrew’s Giving Tree - Make a difference in someone’s life this Christmas.
Take an ornament off the tree; purchase the Gift Card(s), deliver the tag with the Gift Cards
to the office by Tuesday, December 17. Your generous donations will help newly arrived
families and the Hanover VNA.

STAY CONNECTED

« Sign up to receive “The Call”, our weekly e-newsletter. Use the sign-up link at
“The CALL E- News” link at www.standrewshanover.org or call (781-826-2062) or email
(office@standrewshanover.org) the office.

« Check out our website www.standrewshanover.org or our facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/standrewshanover for all of the latest news.

 Check out the calendar on www.standrewshanover.org for Office Hours/Events.

« Rev. Amy’s email address is RevAmy@standrewshanover.org

 The office/Joanne’s email address is office@standrewshanover.org
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ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES -

Isn’t it lovely to sit in our sanctuary? Our worship services are full of light, joy, spiritual
connectedness and God in every form. This space is available to you or to anyone during the
week to come in and sit. You can pray the Forward Day by Day offerings, read the Advent
Daily Meditations offered by the Practicing Peace group, or sit quietly and reflect. Our
worship space is so beautiful, particularly at this time of year. If you are in Hanover and have
time during office hours, or if you would like to make a special appointment to step out of the
holiday bustle and enjoy our sacred space, you are very welcome!

ADVENT BOOK GROUP -

Practicing Peace with All Your Heart, Soul, Strength and Mind

Our Advent Book discussions are underway! If you are a morning person, Zoom in for the
conversation Wednesday mornings at 7:30 am. If you prefer an evening gathering, join us

in the Chapel for dessert and discussion at 7pm. Each gathering lasts an hour. No pre-reading
required. Come to one gathering, or join us each week. The Advent reading materials are on
our website, and the Zoom link is there too. This week will focus on Making Peace With
Ourselves. Please let the office know if you would like a hard copy of the reading materials.
We are happy to make them available!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE — Thank you so much for all of the thoughtful pledges and
pledge cards that you have sent in. We are still collecting them, and will report back later on
where we stand for pledging units and whether we are ahead/behind/or equal to the total
that we had for budgeting last year. It has been wonderful to talk with people as they have
dropped off this commitment card, and to listen to some of their aspirations for the coming
year!

FLOWER GUILD — A new ministry is evolving! We are in search of some intrepid
gardeners, or flower purchasers, or flower arrangers OR for anyone who would like to invest
some of their time and attention to our beautiful flowers in the sanctuary each week. With a
handful of volunteers, this ministry can be accomplished in just an hour a week OR an hour
every other week. It is an opportunity to contribute your handiwork to the beauty of our
sanctuary and to enhance our weekly worship services! Let Joanne know — we are taking
names, or, as Kris Kringle might say, “We are Making a List”.... and are excited to form St.
Andrew’s Flower Guild.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - NEXT SUNDAY December 22 at 9:30 a.m. No
rehearsal necessary. All children welcome.

Sunday, December 22 @5 pm Blue Christmas service for anyone grieving,
bereaved or having difficulty finding the joy and mystery of Christmas. A quiet service
with the opportunity to express the grief or pain that community members are
experiencing. All are welcome!

Tuesday, December 24 @4pm Family Friendly Christmas Service
Tuesday, December 24 @7pm Christmas Service available for all
Wednesday, December 25th @9:30 am Christmas Service
Sunday, December 29 @9:30 am Lessons & Carols




ADVENT CALENDAR 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Worship 2 Pray 3 Turn 4 Bless 5 Rest 6 Go 7 Learn
Advent 1 Pray along with Read Isaiah 58. Call or write a Put your phone on | Go out into your Read Luke 1:59-80.
Read Luke 21:25-36. | the Collect for How does this letter to a family airplane mode and | neighborhood When Zechariah’s

How do the symbols
of the Advent
season help you
understand the
story of Jesus?
Where do you

Advent 1, found
on page 211 of
The Book of
Common Prayer.
Set a timer for
three minutes to

reading challenge
you to think

about feasts and
festivals differently?
How might this
lesson change the

member with whom
you would like to
have a closer rela-
tionship. Make plans
in the new year to
chat on the phone,

leave it in a dresser
drawer for an hour
or two. Whatever
happens in that
time, you can
handle later. Give

today. Where is
God at work? Ask
God to show you
how you can
celebrate that
good work and

speech returns,
he praises God.

If you lost the
power to speak
for nine months
like Zechariah did,

Read Luke 3:1-6.
How does the
story of John the
Baptist fill your
heart with hope?

the Collect for
Advent 2, found
on page 211

of The Book of
Common Prayer.
As you are out
and about for the
rest of this week,

or apologies or
adjustments you
need to make? Ask
God to open your
heart and mind to
those opportunities
for reconciliation
and growth. Thank

angels are God’s
special messen-
gers to us, and
that Gabriel spent
intentional time
with Mary, helping
her to understand
her part in God’s

to spend in silence
with your best
friend today. Sure,
it may feel a little
weird to be silent
on the phone or
while sitting next
to each other on

way to have a
conversation with
someone you
might not normally
visit with today.
Ask God to open
your heart to hear
this person as

see them in your sit in silence and way you celebrate | meet over Zoom or | this time to yourself | name God’s what would be
worship today? hear what God or recognize this in person. Let them | and Jesus, to rest presence in your your first word of
might be saying holy season? know how much you| and recharge for community. praise? Share this
back to you. love them and look | the week ahead. with your family,
forward to knowing friends, and on
them better. social media.
8 Worship 9 Pray 10 Turn 11 Bless 12 Rest 13 Go 14 Learn
Advent 2 Pray along with Do you have amends | We know that Set aside 30 minutes| Go out of your Read Luke 1:45.

Share your faith
story with one
new person this
week. It can be
someone you have
known for a while
who has not heard
the faith part of

Imagine the faces
you’d like to see at
church — an all-star
list of folks you want
to worship with. This
could be people you
know from summer
camp when you were

Collect for Advent
3, found on page
212 in The Book of
Common Prayer.
How will prayer
guide you through
the rest of the

the busyness of
the world right
now. Turn your
heart and mind
toward giving
thanks for this
time of reflection,

amount of time
today discerning if
there is a special
blessing or gift you
can share with your
church, a local
ministry, or with

minutes outside
today, without
doing yard work
or fixing lights or
redoing bows on
the garland. Take
some time to just

your local news.
Ask God to open
your heart and
eyes to ways

you can promote
reconciliation and
healing in your

notice the people | God for the gifts story. Who has the couch or across | God does. your story.

you pass. Ask God | of mercy and love, | shared an import- | the table. Just give

to bless them in and the courage to | ant lesson or their | it a try. Make sure

their lives and make the changes | presence with you | to set aside time

work. See how necessary. And then | this week? Thank after your silence to

this changes the do your best, with | them today with a | pray for each other

way you go about | God’s help, to make | call or note. and to say thanks

your week. those changes. for the time of rest.
15 Worship 16 Pray 17 Turn 18 Bless 19 Rest 20 Go 21 Learn
Advent 3 Pray along with the | Turn away from Spend a significant | Spend at least 45 Read or watch Read Matthew

4:18-22. How do
these verses from
Matthew inspire
you to read
Scripture with new
eyes? Try reading
several different

worship time today.
How is God calling
you to hear and sing
along with Mary’s
Song? Read Luke
1:39-55.

page 212 in The
Book of Common
Prayer. Pick three
or four of your
beloveds to focus
your prayers on
today. Make sure
to leave some si-
lent space for God
to offer you some
wisdom about
what they may
need right now.

when the baby is
resting. Make sure
you take time out
to rest with Baby
Jesus — and marvel
in the wonder of a
fresh, new, clean,
shiny, tiny, pre-
cious start. Take a
nap and thank God
for the gift of Jesus
and for peace at
Christmas.

a kid, people who week? Set aside refreshment, your community. sit outside and let | community. translations of
might have already | SPecial time today | and renewal. Ask God to inspire | the air wash over this passage. See
died, people you to focus your and equip you with | you, taking away how the language
work with — all your | intentions on the fortitude and | the stress and worry might change your
favorites. Commit to | stirring up peace tools to make this | of the moment. reading of it.
pray for those folks | and spreading gift something Read Psalm 100

this week. And make | joy. truly memorable before and after

a commitment to ask and heartfelt. your outside time.

one of your all-stars See how this psalm

to come to church may help you rest

with you in the and recharge your

next month. spirit.

22 Worship 23 Pray 24 Rest

Advent 4 Pray along with The conventional

Linger before the Collect for Ad- | wisdom is that new

leaving your vent 4, found on parents should rest




