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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN     Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding (Merton) (H 59) 

 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 
          Celebrant:  Blessed be God; Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

People:    And blessed be God’s kingdom now and forever. Amen.    
  

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

KYRIE          LORD HAVE MERCY UPON US (S91)

  
 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 

sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

   

BLESSING OF ADVENT WREATH 

 
Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 

he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is 

the Savior of every nation. Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the 

candles of this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring 

us salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The third candle is now lit.  



THE LESSONS 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 

Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the 

LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 

recompense. He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame 

shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth 

in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 

thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the 

Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not 

even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD 

shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

CANTICLE  

CANTICLE 9: The First Song of Isaiah 

Read in unison by the congregation 
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples;  

see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the 

world. Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, for the great one in the midst of 

you is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 

A Reading from the letter of James. 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 

grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 

doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GRADUAL HYMN What is the crying at Jordan (St. Mark's, Berkeley) (H 69) Verses 1-3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 

to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 

And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 

into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about 

whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  

  

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

SEQUENCE HYMN  What is the crying at Jordan (St. Mark's, Berkeley) (H 69) Verse 4 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE SERMON          The Reverend Patricia Handloss  

 

     THE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped 

and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. AMEN. 
 

 



   THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 

completion by the day of Jesus Christ. Prepare your hearts for his arrival, praying, “Fill the 

valleys, make low the hills; Come Great Redeemer, Come.” 

Merciful God, increase our love to overflowing. Make your Church pure and blameless that we 

may greet with joy the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; Come, Great Redeemer, Come. 

 

Merciful God, we long for the light of hope to break into our world, to shine on those who 

dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide us into the way of peace. 

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; Come, Great Redeemer, Come. 

 

Merciful God, give us grace to heed the warnings of those calling us to be better stewards of 

your creation. We thank you for all you have made, especially those things that sustain and 

better our lives. 

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; Come, Great Redeemer, Come. 

 

Merciful God, you lead us with joy; you delight in our joy. You clothe us in beauty. We give 

you thanks for your tender care.  

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; Come, Great Redeemer, Come. 

 

Merciful God, you remember your children. You do not leave us in sorrow or affliction. Crown 

your children with glory; clothe them with righteousness. 

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; Come, Great Redeemer, Come. 

 

Merciful God, you have raised up for us salvation through your Son. Keep us, with all your 

saints, in the eternal life of Christ. 

Silence 

Fill the valleys, make low the hills; Come, great Redeemer, come. 

 

 



PRAYER FOR THE SEARCH PROCESS 
 

Creator of all life, giver of all gifts, 

We ask you for guidance and patience as we seek our new Rector.  

 Grant us the ability to hear your word and know your presence as we go about the business of 

choosing the Priest who will be our companion and leader in the future.  

Give us the Grace to see ourselves as we are and know the goodness of ourselves as  

we go through this process. 

We ask this in the name of the Risen Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, who gave such grace to your apostle Andrew that he readily obeyed 

the call of your Son Jesus Christ, and brought his brother with him: Give us, who are called by 

your holy Word, grace to follow him without delay, and to bring those near to us into his 

gracious presence, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Celebrant:   Almighty and most merciful God, 

People: We have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep, we have followed 

too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have offended against 

your holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. But you, O 

Lord, have mercy upon us, spare those who confess their faults, restore those 

who are penitent, according to your promises declared unto mankind in 

Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Creator, for his sake, that 

we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your 

holy Name.  Amen.  

Celebrant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your 

sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 THE PEACE 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you. 

 

 

  ~ANNOUNCEMENTS~ 

  

      THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Walk in Love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us. 



OFFERTORY HYMN     The King Shall Come

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 Eucharistic Prayer B 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 

him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 

world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS S  130 Holy, holy, holy (Schubert/Proulx) 



 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” Therefore, according to his command,  

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with St. Nicholas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters, through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

          

THE LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

       THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People: therefore, let us keep the feast. 

 

 

 

 



FRACTION ANTHEM      Lamb of God 

 

            
 

INVITATION 

 
Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on God in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

    All are welcome at Gods table. If you wish a blessing only, please cross your arms over your chest. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN EOM2  149 Ubi caritas (Berthier) (EOM2 149)

 

 Advent Lamb of God 

 

                                       Lamb        of         God,       you        take     a  -   way     the        sins  _____      of       the       world: 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
   Let us pray. 

 Eternal God, heavenly Creator, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God, who has Created, Redeemed, and Sanctified you, be with you and remain 

with you forever. AMEN. 
 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN       Soon and Very Soon 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

DISMISSAL  Celebrant:   Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

   People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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PRAYER LIST 2022 
 

Flowers today are in Loving Memory of Thomas Keane 

 
Sean G.-Jesse and Krystin- Barbra W.-Janet White-Barbara K.-JoAnn K.-Pam E.-Betsy Smith-

Cathy-Bev Hayes- Charlotte C.-Paul M.-Karen C.- Carolyn R. Ashley E-Sue G.-Meredith C.- 

Seth H.-Joann K.- Gerry M.- Paul Sheehan-Bonnie T.-Tim Sweeney- Jerry- Rich-Bob S.-Nancy 

H.-Sally D.- Janice- Lisa- Alex- Stephen-Bruce- Muriel- Paul R. -Stephen- Susan J.- Diane G. 

Prayers for the Departed:  Brian Glennon-Bob Hubbard 

   

    ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

Christmas Pageant:  12/18 @ 9:30 am Worship Service 
 
Taizé Eucharist: 12/18 @ 6:00 pm-Chapel hosted by St. Andrews Confirmation Class 
 

Christmas Eve:  Worship Services: 4:00 pm + 7:00 pm 
 
Christmas Day:  Worship Service 10:00 am  

 
New Years Day: Worship Service 10:00 am 

    



 

      Greeters/Ushers Needed 

We are looking for parishioners to serve as 
greeters/ushers at the  

4 PM and 7 PM Christmas services. 
 Please contact the office.  

Email or Call 781-826-2062 

 

 

Christmas Magic 

St Andrew’s, YOU did overwhelmingly 

awesome with the donations for the giving tree! 

Two young boys are going to be very grateful 

on Christmas Day because of all of you! 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who 

donated to the giving tree and to the VNA. 

*Rehoboth House Shelter* 

Once again, it's time to start collecting blankets and detergent for our friends at Rehoboth House.  The 

laundry detergent should be large jugs (no pods please), and they request that the blankets be twin 

size if possible.  Donations can be dropped off at the stage in the parish hall.  Any questions can be 

referred to Sherry Long or Dave Nickerson. Thanks in advance for the continued generosity and 

kindness.  

 

*Cookie Sale Update* 

Thank you all for making the Cookie Sale a phenomenal success! It was a wonderful night of 

fellowship. It was a great opportunity to show off our beautiful sanctuary. 

 

Courtney Turner set up a craft tent in the street and it was so well received 

 that she kept running out of supplies. 

 

All of St. Andrew’s bakers turned out in force and baked their hearts out. We sold out of cookies 

once again. In addition to selling cookies by the pound, we continued selling tin cup and Bruins 

raffle tickets. We are absolutely stunned that we made over $2000 on cookie sales alone. This was 

double last year’s sales. We made over $1300 on both raffles combined. When we combine this 

with the Christmas Fair we have a grand total of over $11,000!!! Thank you, thank you, thank 

you!!!! This was a whole parish effort and while it was a lot of work, it was also a lot of fun seeing 

everyone work together on a common goal. 
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