Transfigurations and Baptisms|| March 2, 2025 || 9:30 am St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
Hanover, MA || 7t" Sunday after Epiphany || Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42; |
Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38|| The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.

It is a joy to be together on this bright and VERY brisk morning - to be gathered away from
electronics, beyond the confusing cacophony of the micro news cycles, to be reminded of
what we have in common - and to join together in the joy-filled celebration of baptizing
some of our parishioners and welcoming them into the household of Christ.

Our scripture passages this morning are the perfect prelude to our baptisms, as they are about
seismic shifts in some of our most familiar ancestors. Shared moments that we give thanks for
being passed on to us through antiquity. We have Moses being handed the 10 commandments
on Mount Sinai, Psalm 99 which reminds us that God loves justice, God established equity, and
that we have proclaimed His greatness since before time began.

We have our reading from Corinthians, where Paul reminds his listeners and us that the veil
that separated the community from directly interacting with God has been lifted. With the
birth and ministry of Jesus, we can see and experience God’s light and transformational love
directly. We see the Glory of God in each other, in ourselves and in the people we encounter.

Finally, the gospel that | just proclaimed is Luke’s version of the transfiguration which is among
my favorites, because Jesus is with his friends Peter, John and James. He goes up the
mountain to pray and is transfigured with his face changing and his clothes becoming
dazzlingly white. | love this version because during this miraculous event, there is this
wonderfully human moment. Did you spot it?
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In the midst of this historic, unfathomable miracle - Jesus literally transfigured and looking
like someone or something they’ve never seen or experienced before - our friend apostle
Peter decides he is going to get busy and build something.

I’'ve always thought of Peter’s response is understandable - wrong headed, but
understandable - instead of sitting in wonder, or even with trepidation, instead of checking
in with each other. Or saying to Jesus when he rejoins them - WHAT WAS THAT!?! Peter offers
to get to work, not to reflect, but to DO something.

Cue the fog, which envelopes the whole group and had to have been discombobulating, and
then the voice of God - clarifying that Jesus is his son and he is to be obeyed and listened to.
The end of this passage is a declaration that they didn’t tell anybody anything in those days.

Well, | for one am really glad that they DID tell someone because this incredible and powerful
and mysterious story appears in each of the synoptic Gospels, and is passed down to us
through the ages.

Retelling those stories is a vital part of our lived faith. Checking in with one another and
offering up our own experiences is part of what God expects in the Kingdom of God, and
enhances our understanding of the divine.

This morning, each of you who are with us this morning — in person AND on-line will be called
upon to participate in the transformation that will happen with Jen, Maddie and Teddy.

This morning, as a community, we are going to participate in the sacrament of baptism, which
is steeped in tradition, described in holy scripture and requires that we each take part in the
transformation of these young lives - inwardly or even outwardly, when we baptize Jennifer
Lynn Mitchell, Theodore John Downey, and Madelyn Mae Whitney. In a little bit, I will ask a
number of questions of those wishing to be baptized, and one (or two, if Teddy would like to
answer directly — tbd) will answer for herself - YAY Jen, and two will have their Godparents,
parents and sponsors answer on their behalf.

We will affirm their desire to be baptized and their commitment to turn toward God and away
from things that would otherwise separate them from God and God’s love. This ancient ritual
used to be done privately - this group and the wonderful participants that have joined us for
the brand new Inquirer’s Class know that | was baptized in a private ceremony, at the Chapel
of William Smith and Hobart Colleges. In those days - the olden days, the baptismal rite was
for the family, Godparents and most often a baby. Of those few present, | rely on my Uncle,
who is my Godfather to tell me the story of how that morning went. (....cliff’s notes version -
not as planned!)
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This morning, Maddy’s parents Craig and Jennifer; Teddy’s parents Patrick and Maggie and
Jen’s parents and Godparents Raymond and Margaret, Sue and Jeff — will need us to help
supplement the stories of this morning for our candidates.

It is a busy day and morning, and as each of this persons receives the sacrament of baptism,
we affirm that they will be freed from sin, will join in the body of Christ, be gifted with the Holy
Spirit and will be made new. THAT is a lot to watch out for and one would be forgiven if, like
our friend Peter, we were to get busy or distracted mid service — however, | pray that each of
us will be a joyful part of retelling and celebrating this day for each of the parents,
grandparents, God parents and sponsors and for those wishing to be baptized. This is a once
in a lifetime event.

When | was a grade schooler hanging out at our community’s Baptist Church, | remember
asking my mother whether we were going to be born again? My mother’s answer was, “well,
No, we will not be born again, we got it right the first time”. THAT stuck with me, and | hope
that ALL of us who witness today’s baptisms will be part of reminding Teddy, Maddie and even
Jen as she continues to grow into a marvelous and spiritual adult — that each of them are
perfect, made wonderfully in the image of God.

St. Andrew’s is their church community, and we are all here to share our witness and
experience that God’s love is constant and unending, and that we need not pursue or try to
curry God’s favor, because God is immovable, and part of the glory of being God’s people is
the experience we have when we know that we are on the right path, behaving as God
expects us to behave, offering love, a listening ear, a shoulder to lean on, an open heart and
being God’s hands and feet in the world. Those connected moments, when we are on the path
and glimpsing the Kingdom of God are among the most profound and rewarding experiences
that we can have. AND we have to talk about them. Share them. Offer those moments up for
witness and examination.

| hope that what is ahead will be that sort of experience for each of you - and if you are joining
us on-line, I ask that you put down any extraneous devices, or distractions so that you can fully
participate by offering prayers, renewing your own baptismal covenant and then praying for
these beautiful candidates. It takes all of us to gather, witness, remember and remind these
young people, their wonderful family members and their extended relations that on March 2,
2025 they were baptized in this gorgeous sanctuary, in a community that had been gathering
to worship God for 300 years. We will record their names in our church register, and they will
always be part of our shared history. And lucky for Jen, Maddie and Teddy - you are here to
be part of their story. Listen carefully to what you are promising these beloved children of
God. It is powerful! Amen+

Baptisms March 2, 2025 Jen| | Maddie| | Teddy
30f3



