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God’s Invitations: Rooted in Love 

Love that Crosses Boundaries – an invitation to Mercy 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 10C || July 13, 2025 || 9:30am St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Hanover, MA 

|| Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 || The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.   
This is our second week of our summer focus of being Rooted in Love as we explore the 

many exciting, challenging, and confounding features of God’s love for us. Each week this 

summer, we are considering a different facet of God’s love as well as what we are invited to 

do with that gift of love as we come to better understand it. 

This week we are offered the extremely familiar parable of the Good Samaritan, which is 

worth a revisit because over the centuries, many of us have lost track of the TRULY 

revolutionary and discomforting lessons offered in this story. 

I get pretty excited when our scripture passages begin with, or center a lawyer as the main 

inquisitor for Jesus’ teachings. Oh my lawyers – from “first, Kill all of [us] the lawyers” in 

Shakespeare’s Henry VI. Shakespeare’s point being that if you are going to upend society or 

create a social upheaval or revolt – you have to get rid of the lawyers, the folks who are 

vocationally required to apply the laws and judicial reasoning structures for enforcing the 

status quo. 

So from – First, Kill all the lawyers, to the shared notion that Legal minds, and legal pursuits 

– both in biblical times and today – are not sympatico with spiritual pursuits. God, our father 

and mother and that wily Holy Spirit, are not exactly known to be rule, statute or regulation 

followers. They are the up enders, the disrupters. Lawyers are portrayed a dozen times in 

scripture and they are usually the foils of God’s grace and liberation. 

This morning in Luke’s gospel, we have a lawyer acting as Jesus’ interrogator, and looking 

for the fine print on what the rules are to inherit the kingdom of God and eternal life. I 
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envision a lawyer of today, looking over her spectacles, note pad in hand and asking – “what 

exactly do I have to do?” And Jesus, in his best Socratic method approach or picture 

Professor Charles Kingsfield, in the Paper Chase – played by the Oscar winner John 

Houseman who was sublime in this movie! In the Paper Chase, we have this fabulous 

explanation of why lectures in law school, and let’s agree, in life, lectures aren’t the best 

approach to learning: 

Professor Kingsfield, says “The study of law (in Jesus’ parlance, the study of Love) is 

something new and unfamiliar to most of you, unlike any schooling you’ve ever been 

through before. We use the Socratic Method here. I call on you, ask you a question and 

you answer it. Why don’t I just give you a lecture? Because through my questions you 

learn to teach yourselves. Through this method of questioning, answering, questioning, 

answering, we seek to develop in you the ability to analyze that vast complex of facts 

that constitute the relationships of members within a given society. Questioning and 

answering. At times you may feel that you have found the correct answer; I assure you 

that this is a total delusion on your part. You’ll never find the correct absolute and final 

answer. In my classroom there is always another question, another question to follow 

your answer. As you’re on a treadmill. My little questions spin the tumblers of your mind. 

You’re on an operating table. My little question are the fingers probing your brain. We 

do brain surgery here. You teach yourself the law, but I train your mind. You come here 

with a skull full of mush; and you leave thinking like a lawyer.” 

We aren’t doing brain surgery here in this sanctuary, but we are actively engaged in learning 

about love, working to become God’s kingdom people. 

What is Jesus doing as he engaged in the Socratic method? The lawyer has just asked what 

he must do to inherit eternal life....Jesus looks at the lawyer and says, “what does the law 

say?” and the lawyer reaches into his memorized canon of scripture and offers a passage 

from Deuteronomy, “You shall love the Lord your God with everything you’ve got” and then 

he adds a verse from Leviticus (19:18) and, “you should love your neighbor as yourself”. 

Jesus agrees that this is the correct answer, so the lawyer interrogates further: “ [w]ho is my 

neighbor”? 

And Jesus launches into the parable of the Good Samaritan. Usually when we delve into this 

story, we spend time considering, exactly as the lawyer did – who is our neighbor? I’ll save 

that for another time. Because this morning, I really want to invite us to recapture the norm-

shattering, truth upending, boundary busting notion - that extremely uncomfortable lesson 

offered in Jesus’ story.  
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These days we blithely skip to the notion of a Good Samaritan as someone who does a great 

good deed. We’ve become disconnected from the history and background and the 

earthshattering idea at the time that ANY Samaritan could possibly be anything other than a 

scoundrel – a no-good, mixed loyalty, partial pagan, waring weirdo to be shunned or avoided 

at all costs.  

Looking at this morning’s story, it is first a Priest who literally crosses the road to avoid 

coming in contact with the crime victim, the man who has been stripped robbed and beaten. 

A priest, a person of God trained and expected to do God’s work in the world! Similarly a 

Levite, whose vocation was to be a minister for God does just as the priest does – worse 

than nothing. 

It is the Samaritan, a racially profiled, socially despised person who is the hero of this story. It 

is the Samaritan who goes out of his way to care for the injured man. The Samaritan is the 

good neighbor who offered care, comfort, first aid and healing respite for the beaten man. It 

is the Samaritan who crosses all sorts of social boundaries, ignores social barriers and shows 

God’s mercy to a suffering man. I’ll note, that even in his response to Jesus, the lawyer can 

not actually bring himself to say the word “Samaritan”, instead he says that the one who 

was the neighbor is the one who showed the suffering man mercy. 

Our exploration of God’s love for us this morning, offers a demonstration of love that 

crosses broad vista’s and breaks down barriers. Let’s reflect with renewed appreciation that 

the much maligned, social outcaste who is the hero – our Samaritan in this morning’s story 

has thrown aside all preconceived notions and has demonstrated love for this broken man, 

dying on the side of the road. The man held up to us this morning as the example of one 

who will inherit the kingdom of God crossed boundaries, inconvenienced himself and 

offered love in the form of mercy to a stranger. 

To Jesus’ listening, likely Jewish audience, the astonishing twist in this story is that a 

Samaritan could – in any circumstance – be good.  

This is a myth busting, prejudice smashing, mind-bending reversal that Jesus offers for the 

lawyer and for us to understand that an enemy, a much maligned Samaritan is actually our 

neighbor, and in this parable, is a better neighbor demonstrating love and God’s kingdom 

values, than a priest or a Levite.  

Our lawyer interrogator in this morning’s parable is trying to figure out the boundary lines 

and rules – what must he do to inherit God’s Kingdom, and who exactly is his neighbor. 
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Jesus invites the lawyer to reconsider those boundary lines, and says to his listeners of the 

day and to each of us, “those boundaries are false. The “us” and “them” or our side and 

their side doesn’t work in the kingdom of God.” 

Jesus is teaching about boundary busting love which is as relevant and challenging today as 

it was in biblical times. It is worth a think, based on the parable of the GOOD Samaritan, 

what group of “they”s or “those people” are we called to better understand as our 

neighbors whom we must love?  

Let us do better than the priest and the Levite in this morning’s gospel. May we see people 

and the needs of the world as the Samaritan saw them. May we love our neighbor, may we 

live into the challenges of this expansive and boundary busting love in order to show mercy 

as Jesus commanded, expects and invites us to do.  

That is the facet of love offered by Jesus this morning. A love that knows no boundaries. 

That is the love that God offers to each of us, and that is the love that God calls us to offer 

the world. Not easy! Amen+ 


