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The Way of Love 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter (C)|| May 18, 2025 || 9:30am St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Hanover, MA || Acts 11:1-18; 

Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 || The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq. 

We are here on this beautiful morning to celebrate the 5th Sunday of Easter, when we 

remember that God gave us a new commandment, (and its a biggy) that we love one another. 

If his early listeners, or even WE are not quite sure what he meant, he clarified -  we are to love 

each other as God loves us. A beautiful and aspirational commandment, upon which we build 

our faith, our beliefs, our community and upon which we measure our actions. 

We are practicing this new commandment this morning – can you feel it- as we baptize and 

welcome Francesca and Jaxon, and we support their parents and God parents and family 

members - we are absolutely loving them and each other as God loves us. 

Today signifies a new beginning – in what follows, I will officially mark Jaxon and Francesca as 

beloved members of the body of Christ, as joyfully welcomed and fully included members of 

the St. Andrew’s parish community! 

We participate in baptisms with joy, gratitude, and awe, because even as we baptize these 

sweet babies, we will remind ourselves and each other about what this sacrament means. 

Here is a quick primmer - (preview) – it means that Jaxon and Francesca are each known, loved 

and called by name by God. It means that no matter what direction the winds of their lives 

may blow or take them, they always have God and this community as part of their foundation. 

They will be known, loved and welcomed here forever! It means that we are committing to 

help them grow in faith and deepen their understanding of the world, of themselves and of 

the universe that God has so wonderfully created. And we are supporting their parents and 

God parents when these tasks become challenging. 

The gift of baptism in the Episcopal church means that we are understand and are MOSTLY 

comfortable, though not perfect in placing our whole trust in God and that when we stumble 
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or make naughty choices, we are committed to returning to God and doing our very best to 

do better in the future. 

We are standing this morning as a committed community that understands that there is 

power and grace in God’s love and that we try each day, sometimes each hour – or in terribly 

difficult times it can be minute to minute to be mindful of God’s grace and love and to offer it 

to others. 

These beautiful children are entering a world with lots of things in flux, with crummy threats, 

perceived dangers and where rugged individualism is prized – or at least advertised to. But 

God and God’s love do not change. We pray that Francesca and Jaxon will grow to be their 

full selves, surrounded by the love of their parents, a special (guiding) relationship with their 

God parents and a connection to the members of this community who will always be on their 

side. 

We have extraordinary lived experience in these pews. We have unimaginable heartbreaks, 

soaring and unexpected joys, we have spiritual hunger and psychic loneliness – all of which 

has been offered to God in this sanctuary, in various states – on our knees – sitting, standing 

or at its most challenging, dragging ourselves to church and to this sacred space....those 

experiences and that wisdom is generously offered for anyone who worships or is connected 

to the St. Andrew’s community. 

It is a joy to welcome you, to know that you too will have the opportunity to help us transform 

and deepen our understanding of God as we watch you grow and mature. We are also 

comfortable with the questions – when kind people say “don’t worry, there is no such thing 

as a silly question” we live that here. God delights in our questions and in our wresting with 

thorny issues. 

We need only look to our scriptures and to the ways in which our scriptural ancestors wrested 

with the bewildering and earth shattering, norm changing teaching that Jesus offered. We 

give thanks for his example, and for today’s reminder of his commandment that we love one 

another! 

Thank you for being here this morning and allowing us to love you and your children. It is our 

hope that this love will be infectious so that it can be part of how they each navigate a world 

that is better off for their presence! 

We stand ready to be transformed by Francesca and Jaxon and their grownups, as they grow 

in stature and understanding. We are excited to learn from and marvel at their discoveries. 
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This is the promise of baptism. This is the gift of the sacrament that is to follow. The bond that 

we are about to create and to joyfully celebrate is INSOLUABLE – it can never be broken. Jesus 

delights in this expression of love, in our tangible demonstration of loving one another. 

Thank you for entrusting us with the baptism of your children and with the sacramental life of 

your families.  

Let’s get to it, shall we? Amen+ 

 


