Jesus as Our Good Shepherd

Fourth Sunday of Easter (C)|| May 11, 2025 || 9:30am St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Hanover, MA || Acts 9:36-
43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 || The Reverend Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Esq.

Happy Mother’s Day! Happy crescendo to National Nurses’ Week - thank you to all of our
nurses. Happy Beautiful May Morning! Happy Fourth Sunday of Easter — the joy continues.
Today is Good Shepherd Sunday!

| grew up in a family with four children, and it was not uncommon at some point in a day to
hear my mother exclaim - “Amy, Katie, Robbie, T-- WHOEVER YOU ARE!"”....and some
directive or request would be made —and we’d get to it.

I’d like to think that it was just the one request that had us in motion, but | imagine that time
has worn down the scratchy edges of reality for what it took to get us to respond. However,
we ALWAYS responded - we didn’t wait to see if someone else’s children would bail us out
and step in. We were receiving a request or a proclamation from our mother, intended for us,
and so we got to it.

Today’s readings are all about Jesus as our Good Shepherd who knows us, loves us, and calls
each of us by name. This concept is so central to our shared faith, that we read about it, or
celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday each year, regardless of whether we are in year A, B or C.
(thisis Year C).

Sheep offer aningenious teaching examples for us and for our appreciation of Jesus’ message
is because, like humans:

[t]hey are vulnerable and prone to bad decisions when they are on their own

[t]hey identify as being members of a particular family - lambs know their mother’s
bleats

[t]hey are interdependent,

[t]hey are saferin large groups. and

[t]hey do best when they are following a leader or shepherd.
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In this morning’s gospel, Jesus is in the temple, for the holiday observance of Hanukkah. With
lots of people around, some of them begin to press Jesus, perhaps trying to sort out where
he fits into all of this historic celebration. “Who are you - yes, but we mean, for real!”

Jesus is short with them. He has demonstrated by word and deed that he is God’s son, fully
human and divine — which we can barely wrap our heads around, so imagine without the help
of anime, or Wikipedia or the Oxford University Dictionary, Google or whatever your ‘go to’
resource is — without the benefit of our modern day tools, imagine how this struck ancient
ears being devout in the temple? What follows in this morning’s scripture has been sadly
(sinfully) misused to fuel antisemitism through the ages. You are not mine, says Jesus. You are
not part of my flock.

Let us quickly dispense with any notion that Jesus is actually condemning, or disowning or
excluding his Jewish brethren. He himself was a practicing Jew, at the temple observing the
feast of Hanukkah. He is not condemning a whole brotherhood, or ancient devout tribe. He is
highlighting the fact that people have seen his work, have experienced his teachings, and yet
there are some who have not changed the way they live. They are literally not listening to his
voice.

It isn’t that these quizmasters aren’t eligible to be in His flock, it is that they choose not to be.
They choose not to listen to Jesus’ voice and they continue to live as non-believers.

Reminder: It did not go well for Jesus after he said that he and the father are one. The crowd
literally went to collect rocks to hurl at him. Anyone at this juncture in Jesus’ ministry who did
not believe him — did not listen to his voice, missed out on not just the challenging teaching
about loving our enemies, but the extraordinary promise of life after death — of eternal life
with God.

We are followers of Jesus, members of the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement, and we
listen to Jesus each week, in our scripture lessons and especially the gospel.

Would a stranger who just met us know that we are part of Jesus’ flock? Could they discern
that He is our shepherd? Having now known and loved this community for a while, I’'m positive
that some of you are known for your kindness and generosity — your reputation for love and
kindness precedes you. It is often palpable in our Sunday and other gatherings!

| wonder if you, like I, have found an increasing number of friends and loved ones who are
wringing their hands and wanting to do something, but not sure what on earth to do in such
a rapidly changing world? A news story will flash across a screen, website or radio program
and will shock our conscience. Some unfathomable tragedy, or decision or act of barbarism
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or cruelty, and we may be felled, or distracted or plunged into anger or depression or a sense
of helplessness.

What if in that moment of distress, in the seconds that would otherwise paralyze us, or even
distract us, what if we simply closed our eyes, took a very long and deep intentional breath
and prayed ‘“HELP”’! Do you think you might hear the voice of Jesus or be reminded of the
promise of eternal life?

What if we listened to Jesus’ voice, reread the promise of eternal life included in today’s
gospel, or we recited the 23™ Psalm and prayed it for all it is worth?

How might that impact your outlook and next choices?

Jesus is calling to each of us, calling us to return to, or to be loved and safe in his fold. How
might we respond? Might this assurance make us brave to say to someone who is making a
joke at someone else’s expense, “actually, I’'m not ok with that”, or “I can’t find that funny”
or in my mother’s refrain, “they are doing the best they can”.

If we hear Jesus’ voice assuring us that we are his, and he is ours, might we be able to shake
up or curb the doomscrolling that is distracting us from his love? I’'m asking — because I think
we need an antidote to the barrage of information and news that can paralyze and overwhelm
us. Isn’t Jesus as our Good Shepherd the image and promise — the remedy for worry?

He promises us eternal life with him, if we listen to his voice and allow ourselves to be loved
and accepted as Jesus loves all his sheep.

| think that several of you are joining me in the on-going effort to limit screen time and spend
a bit more time in nature or buried in a book instead so this next recommendation may seem
counterintuitive.

Lamb videos on Youtube!

When sheep are babies — when they are lambs, nearly from the day of their birth, once they
master their wobbly legs, they are prone to outbursts of joy — pure and simple they find
themselves with so much energy that they can’t contain themselves and they spring up from
the ground - with all four hooves leaving the ground at the same time - literally springy spring
lambs. They will run after one another and sometimes in mid air they’ll twist sideways. It is
truly a joy to watch! They are uninhibited, unencumbered, and unaware of any danger that
lurks beyond their meadows or their understanding. They are also an incredible contrast to
their lumbering, world-weary, grown up sheep.

| love that Jesus knew and took pleasure in watching that unadulterated joy and exuberance
from flocks of sheep and | believe that there is delight when we can set aside our worries,
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consternations and respond with unvarnished, unabashed joy — and as adults, we can throw
in a side of gratitude for the warmth in our hearts and those moments of divine connection
with what God intends and wants for us. Joy and connection.

Jesus is our Good Shepherd who calls to us continually to return to him, and to be inheritors
of eternal life. If we can spend any amount of time here on earth, in this blessed community,
connecting to the joy, energy and happiness that is exhibited by Exuberant spring lambs, our
burdens, our worries, our heartbreaks would feel lighter.

May we find a moment this week to lose our inhibitions and be fueled by joy, and may that
divine spark allow us to hear and respond to our Good Shepherd calling to us and loving us,
always. Amen+
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