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Good and joyful morning! Happy Easter! Happy beautiful Spring Day! Happy Star Wars

This has been a very full and varied week, and | look forward to hearing how yours went as
well. Perhaps we can trade stories at coffee hour after the service?

Last week | encouraged you to consider what nickname you would give yourself to sum up
your presence in the world.

| hope that you’ve found God’s delight in some of your choices since last Sunday. | am
profoundly grateful for the spiritual presence and the echoes of joy in this sanctuary -
yesterday, we renewed the vows of the Deb and Steve Cumming, and as my first wedding
related service here it was beautiful! Thank you to all who’s efforts made it marvelous! The
service is on-line, if you’d like to take a peek and may be considering your own vow renewal
service.

Our gospel this morning offers us another Jesus sighting — this one on the shores of the Sea
of Tiberias, and the Gospel of John offers us a pretty full and detailed description of how this
encounter went. | hope that you had the opportunity to listen when | proclaimed it - but if
you were understandably distracted - I'm going to recommend a re-read, because this is a) an
action packed gospel passage, b) it paints a complete picture of the described scene, ¢) it
includes a sheep simile and your rector is FULL of sheep stories and anecdotes, and finally and
probably most importantly d) it is beautifully clear about Jesus’ call to each of us.
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On this gorgeous morning, | will not expound on all four of these tenets of import because |
feel confident that if you can eek out some time for a re-read, you too will discover something
nourishing from this text.

This is the fourth post-crucifixion appearance of Jesus to the disciples, and another instance
of these men not recognizing the risen Lord. (I know that the gospel that | just read refers to
it as the THIRD appearance, but the silly old gospel writer isn’t counting the first appearance
to Mary Magdeleine — we do!)

The disciples are exhausted having been out all night fishing and have come back empty
handed. Then this stranger tells them to do what might seem like a fruitless task — go and try
the fishing one more time, and to put the net out on the right side.

I’ve no doubt that scholars are full of opinions about Jesus specifying the side of the boat to
use, but for our purposes this morning, we’ll focus on the fact that they did what he asked -
even though they are exhausted and DO NOT WANT to spend any more time fishing! No doubt,
they want to get to bed, or do ANYTHING but fish! (You may remember that we read this story,
but Luke’s version, during Epiphany and in that version Simon Peter pushes back and lets
Jesus know that the fishing prospects have been futile).

InJohn’s version of the story, the fishing is successful and yields 153 fish, which is among those
ponderously specific and enjoyable details that the bible offers — again about which you could
write a treatise! The number may refer to the number of people they currently counted among
Jesus’ followers, or perhaps it was some measure of abundance in the ancient fish-trade. For
whatever reason, we are gifted with this specific count for the fish!

And then this story switches to an empowering and deeply symbolic Call story for our friend
the Apostle Peter. Good old Peter has just days or weeks before denied his friendship with
and his devotion to Jesus. We are given this insight that the repeated questioning hurt Peter’s
feelings, which is a pretty wonderful aside. Here we have this miraculous reunion and Jesus
repeating, nearly verbatim, his question to Peter about whether Peter loves him above all and
will do as Jesus asks — will you feed my lambs, tend my sheep and feed my sheep.

Perhaps you can imagine a similar conversation with a loved one. Upon being asked to do
something, you say “Yes, | will”’, perhaps wanting to solidify this commitment, you are asked
again and you affirm that you will do whatever it is that you said you would do in the first place.
How would you feel on the third iteration - why must you be asked the third time, does your
loved one not trust you? Are they now listening to you? Are they criticizing the way you answer
or fulfill your promises? So many possibilities — and Peter feels you!
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This is not a cross-examination, but rather, a symbolic affirmation of Jesus’ trust and faith in
Simon Peter. Jesus does not condemn Peter, but pulls him into the ministry that is needed.
The tripling up on questions, mirrors the three times that Peter denied Christ.

This narrative from John’s Gospel seems to affirm and welcome Peter back into not just the
fold, once for every time Peter denied Jesus. It anoints Peter to transition from just one of
the disciples — one of the 12, or perhaps based on this gospel, one of the 153 believers, into the
Rock upon which the church will be built.

Jesus knows Peter’s capabilities — sees beyond his worst decision, betrayal and human failing,
and calls him to do what is needed - to care for Christ’s flock.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and Peter is the rock upon which the church is built.

A quick word about sheep. Why does Jesus use sheep and lambs as his similes for we, his
children? I have many theories about this but will quickly summarize that sheep are vulnerable
(also NOT the smartest of God’s creatures), they are not self-sufficient, they are safer in large
groups, and they were familiar sights to our scriptural relatives. Shepherds were servants to
their flock.

Jesus chooses a familiar creature, that is vulnerable, needs care and feeding, and places this
vital work in Peter’s hands.

Next week is good shepherd Sunday. If anyone knows of someone with some sheep, or some
spring lambs who could bring them to our side yard for next Sunday’s service, | would love to
have that be among our Good Shepherd Sunday experiences!

Between now and then - please know that God and this world need you. If you are grieving
or raising children, or being a caregiver for people in your life — you are already doing God’s
work. For others with a few hours on our hands, there is work to do, and just as Jesus gave
Simon Peter what he needed to do the work he was given to do - we too have been
bequeathed the tools necessary to accomplish what God needs of us.

Perhaps each of us can find some quiet and peace in this noisy world, sometime this week to
see if God speaks to us, or sends us a sign. He was pretty concise with Peter- Follow Me! Thank
God he listened. Amen+
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