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Happy Second Sunday of Easter. The second Sunday where we are reminded of the
miracle of our risen Lord, and the second Sunday that invites us to relive the beginning
of the good news through the eyes of the apostle Thomas. We are treated to the
parenthetical identifier of Thomas as the one called the Twin - Did that stick with you
when | read it? That isn’t what we know him as, is it? We know him as ... DOUBTING
THOMAS!

This seems a bit unfair to me. Thomas being labeled for all of history because he was not with
the disciples when Jesus appeared to them. Do we call Matthew - Seriously-Muffed-It-
Mathew because he so frequently gets things wrong, or Always-In-Motion-Martha for Martha
of Bethany who can’t still herself long enough to hear Jesus’ teachings and experience his
love? No - limiting these ancestors to just one unfortunate moment or one characteristic
would make them dismissible and one-dimensional, which would surely be counter to Jesus’
plan.

Scripture does not reveal where Thomas spends the excruciating eight days between the
crucifixion and this new week, when his friends and colleagues are sequestered and hiding in
fear. Perhaps he is seeking solace, nursing crushing grief, trying to understand what went
wrong and what he might have done differently to keep Jesus safe, out of pain and alive.

These days after the Empty Tomb - these days of Easter wonder must have been horrible for
the disciples who’d run off from the tomb. Mary Magdelene has witnessed the resurrected
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Jesus and she has told her friends, but this morning’s gospel does not describe them as
behaving as believers. They are afraid, perhaps bewildered while definitely at risk of arrest or
execution for being among Jesus’ followers.

This morning we have Jesus meeting them where they are. Appearing, miraculously,
mysteriously with them in a locked room and breathing on them and giving them the great
commission.

“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.” This beautiful directive and promise infuses our own beliefs
- when we confess our sins and receive absolution from a priest or bishop, we believe our sins
have been forgiven, just as Jesus prescribed.

Days later when Thomas returns, he does not share in the others’ jubilation. He is not available
for their joy and rejects their comfort. He is mired in sadness and grief, and he requires proof
- saying he must see and touch his friend Jesus’ wounds - his motto may as well have been
“seeing is believing” or in more militaristic terms or perhaps familiar to anyone parenting
teens and tweens the vernacular is “trust, but verify.”

This is where this morning’s gospel takes a turn for each of us. Jesus does reappear. Does
meet Thomas exactly where he is, and Jesus invites Thomas to touch and see his pierced and
wounded flesh. It is Thomas’ extraordinary reaction that gets lost in his “Doubting” nickname,
because it is Thomas who is the first of the Disciples who declares “My Lord and My God!” It
is Thomas who puts the baffling, physics bending, amazing Easter puzzle pieces together and
recognizes Jesus - his friend and his leader’s divinity! “My Lord and My God.!” Tell-It-Like-It-Is-
Thomas!

Let’s take a look at Jesus in this story. Jesus does not criticize or berate Thomas (and we know
that he is capable of such castigation — he has lost his temper and declared “get behind me
Satan” when his friend and follower Peter gets something quite wrong). But this morning,
instead, Jesus blesses all who believe and he urges his disciples — that band of grieving and
frightened friends to go out and live as Jesus has taught them.

God does not limit his knowledge of us as being just one thing — nor are we remembered for
our worst failing, shortcoming or action. Jesus loves Thomas known as the Twin and each of
his followers, not by their failings or by one episode or incident. It takes some effort to
aggregate the bible stories about each of the disciples to see a more complete picture or more
complex biographies for our scriptural ancestors and it is an important exercise because this
larger lens reflects how Jesus knew and loved them.
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And the exact same opportunity is available for each of us.

We are called to become the people Jesus knows that we can be. When he sends his disciples
into the world to live as he commands, to bring about the Kingdom of God here and now, he
knows that we are flawed human beings. God knows the very best of us AND —and | hope this
comes as some comfort — God knows the very worst things that we have done - the times we
have looked the other way, the times we have made horrible decisions, the times that we
have failed utterly to live into God’s expectations. God does not limit us as: Forgetful Frank,
Always Late Larry or Never reads the full e-mail Emily. Those traits may be true and accurate,
but they are not complete.

God loves us completely. God invites us to confess those failings and provides an avenue for
us to be forgiven.

Jesus shows up in a locked room, scars and all and offers his followers and each of us God’s
peace. That is an extraordinary gift — and is a responsibility for us.

May we each find ways during the 50 sacred days of this Easter season to live into the
promises and expectations of God’s peace and love.

God knows that it is not easy, which is why we are encouraged to gather in communities like
this one to check in and see how we are doing. I’ll be happy to see you next week and to check
in to hear what nickname you think would be a faithful reflection of how you navigated this
complicated world between this week and next. Amen+
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