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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN   Holy God, we praise thy Name (Grosser Gott) (H 366) 

 

 

 
 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, 

and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the 

fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his 

most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



           THE LESSONS 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Am I a God nearby, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret 

places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? 

says the LORD. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my 

name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the 

prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of 

their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams 

that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the 

prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak 

my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. Is not 

my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 82 
 

  God takes his stand in the council of heaven;  

he gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 

 

“How long will you judge unjustly,  

and show favor to the wicked? 

 

Save the weak and the orphan;  

defend the humble and needy; 

 

Rescue the weak and the poor;  

deliver them from the power of the wicked. 

 

They do not know, neither do they understand; 

they go about in darkness;  

all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 

Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,  

and all of you children of the Most High; 



Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,  

and fall like any prince.’ ” 

 

Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 

for you shall take all nations for your own. 

 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 11:29--12:2 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Hebrews. 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 

Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 

perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in 

peace. 

  And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 

lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received 

their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order 

to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even 

chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they 

were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 

persecuted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in 

deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

 

  Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what 

was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, 

apart from us, be made perfect. 

 

 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 

the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 



GRADUAL HYMN    I was there to hear your borning cry



GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

[Jesus said,] “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under 

until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 

No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be 

divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided:  

 

 father against son 

  and son against father, 

 mother against daughter 

  and daughter against mother, 

 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 

  He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the 

south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You 

hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why 

do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

HOMILY         The Reverend Harold Birkenhead 

 

 

SALUTATION FOR BAPTISM 
 

Celebrant  There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God and Father of all. 
 

 



 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES  
The Candidate(s) for Holy Baptism will now be presented 

Sponsor I present FINLEY and MICHAEL to receive the Sacrament of 

Baptism. 

  

Celebrant Do you desire to be baptized? 

Candidate I do. 

  

Parents and Godparents 

I present FINLEY and MICHAEL to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you 

present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to 

grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparent I will, with God’s help. 

 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness 

that rebel against God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

  

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and 

destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

  

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of 

God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

  

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer I do. 

 

  



 Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer I do. 

  

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer I do. 

  

Celebrant  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support 

FINLEY and MICHAEL in their life in Christ? 

People We will. 

  

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 

baptismal covenant. 

 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT  

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 



Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 

prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People   I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 

People   I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, 

loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People   I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

People   I will, with God’s help. 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES  
 

Let us now pray for FINLEY and MICHAEL who are to receive the Sacrament 

of new birth. [and for those who have renewed their commitment to Christ.] 

 

Leader Deliver FINLEY and MICHAEL, O Lord, from the way of sin and 

Death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Open FINLEY and MICHAELS hearts to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Fill FINLEY and MICHAEL with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  



Leader Keep FINLEY and MICHAEL in the faith and communion of your holy 

Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Teach FINLEY and MICHAEL to love others in the power of the 

Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Send FINLEY and MICHAEL into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Bring FINLEY and MICHAEL to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 

may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; 

who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

Celebrant  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the 

Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of 

Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 

received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, 

the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin 

into everlasting life. 

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 

his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy 

Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship 



those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those 

who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen 

life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

CONSECRATION OF THE CHRISM 

 
Eternal Father, whose blessed Son was anointed by the Holy Spirit to be the Savior 

and servant of all, we pray you to consecrate this oil, that those who are sealed 

with it may share in the royal priesthood of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BAPTISM 

 
FINLEY, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

MICHAEL, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 

bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to 

the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an 

inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to 

know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

Finley and Michael you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as 

Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

 

WELCOME THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 

 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 



THE PEACE 

 
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 People   And also with you. 

 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

Walk in Love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  I want to walk as a child of the light (Houston) (H 490) 



 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us 

to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 

SANCTUS LEVAS   #256 S 125 Holy, holy, holy (Proulx) (S 125) 

 

 

 



 

All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died your 

Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to 

his disciples, and said:  

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me. 

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them 

and said:  

Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to 

remember me. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ; your death we show forth; 

your resurrection we proclaim; your coming we await; 

Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 

May Christ ascended in majesty be our new and living way, our access to you, 

God, and source of all new life. In Christ we offer ourselves to do your will. 

Empower our celebration with your Holy Spirit, feed us with your life, fire us with 

your love, confront us with your justice, and make us one in the body of Christ 

with all who share your gifts of love. 

 

Through Christ, 

in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you 

in earth and heaven, we worship you, 

Creator God. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People: therefore, let us keep the feast. 

 

 

INVITATION  

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. (All are welcome at Gods table. If 

you wish a blessing only, please cross your arms over your chest.) 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Creator, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world 

in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness.  

 

BLESSING  

The blessing of God, who has Created, Redeemed, and Sanctified you, be with you 

and remain with you forever. AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CLOSING HYMN Fight the good fight with all thy might (Pentecost) (H 552) 

 

DISMISSAL    

 

Celebrant:     Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.    

People:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 


