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As we gather to begin our Lenten journey together God, help us to open our hearts, our
minds, and our spirits to your small, still-speaking voice, Amen.

My siblings in Christ -

Today you are invited to enter into a Holy Lent. Our prayers are aimed at reminding us of our
distractions and preoccupations that prevent us from being one with God, off the path that
God has set for us.

This is the perfect moment in our shared social history to be looking inward - to refrain from
asking “what are those people doing?” to asking “what am | doing?”” and “how are my actions,
decisions, choices impacting the world? Are they drawing me closer to God, or farther away?”
This season provides us an opportunity for deep reflection, remorse and transformation,
forgiveness and reconciliation. Today we begin the intentional journey toward the experience
of our risen Christ, and empty tomb that fulfills so many promises to each of us as God’s
children.

Between now and then, | ask that you embrace some tangible, concrete changes that will keep
your attention on the cross and Christ, so that this may be for you, for each of us, for this
community and our country, a time of reflection and change. May the choices that you make
enhance your observance of this season. May they draw you closer to being your full and
beloved self, and may we together find that we have used this season wisely, made ourselves
uncomfortable, learned something new, followed through on promises, embodied our
baptismal covenant so that when we emerge from these 40 days in the wilderness, we too
will be able to fully embrace our place in God’s Kingdom - | pray that we will continue to
support each other on this path together as a faithful and seeking community, as one that
embraces the requirement that we Make Kindness Loud, and as people who find love and joy
to be our daily currency - shared liberally, wherever we are.

In the name of the one who created us, sustains us and redeems us — Amen+
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