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THE WORD OF GOD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAISE HYMN #207 Jesus Christ is risen today (v. 2 & 4) 
 

Good Morning and Welcome to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church here in Hanover! We are 
glad you are with joining us online this morning. We pray that worshipping with us will give 

you a sense of fellowship with Christ and with us as God’s people. If you would like more 
information about St. Andrew's, please email office@standrewshanover.org 

mailto:office@standrewshanover.org


The people respond with the words in bold italics.  

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP p. 224 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 

 
First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each 
as any had need. 

 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 133 
Read responsively by whole verse. 

 
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity! 
It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard, 
Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
It is like the dew of Hermon * 

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 

life for evermore. 
 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
A Reading from the First letter of John. 

 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—this life was 
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there 

is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we 
lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation EOM 119 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (sing 2x) 
 



The people respond with the words in bold italics.  

 
 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 

 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So 

the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Gospel Acclamation (repeat 1x) 
 

SERMON The Reverend Kevin Holland Sparrow 
 

THE NICENE CREED BCP p. 358 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



The people respond with the words in bold italics.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

In the Paschal mystery, God established the new covenant of reconciliation. In thanksgiving for our 
baptismal fellowship, let us offer our prayers, responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen 
Christ.” 

 
In thanksgiving for those whose generosity exceeds our understanding, and through whom the needs 
of others are satisfied; let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

In thanksgiving for those who seek peace throughout the world, and unity amongst the churches, that 
together we may lift the light that overcomes darkness, and the love that no weapon can destroy; let 
us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

For the leaders of the nations of the world, especially Joe our President and Charlie our Governor, 
that they may touch the wounds of the most vulnerable in their midst and feel moved to attend to the 
needs of the poor, the malnourished, the abused, and the isolated; let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

For all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael our Presiding Bishop and Alan and Gayle our 
bishops, that they may be empowered in their ministries of love, service, and reconciliation; let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

For those who are suffering in mind, body, or spirit, including those on our parish prayer list and 
those we name now, either silent or aloud, that they may be healed and comforted; let us pray to the 
Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

For those for whom the Christ Light brings hope in the midst of persecution, imprisonment, despair, 
instability, and violence, and who joyfully praise God in the midst of their troubles, that we may learn 
from their faith; let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

For those who have died in the faith of Christ, especially those we name now, either silently or aloud, 
that they may be welcomed into the place of eternal life; let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

For those communities and people on our diocesan prayer list: Trinity Church, Newton Centre; Parish 
of the Good Shepherd, Waban (Newton); St. Andrew’s Church, Wellesley; Life Together Diocesan 
Intern Program; and the Diocesan Library and Archives Board, that the risen Christ may shine in 
their lives and ministries, let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 

O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death and brought life 
and immortality to light: Grant that we, who have been raised with him, may abide in his presence 
and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Offertory Anthem #193 That Easter day with joy was bright (v. 1-3) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - Eucharistic Prayer B BCP p. 367 

 



The people respond with the words in bold italics.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has 
taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he 
has won for us everlasting life. 

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 



The people respond with the words in bold italics.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, St. Andrew, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

For those not able to receive the Blessed Sacrament this morning, I invite you to join with me in this 
prayer for a spiritual Communion. 

 
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day. I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the 
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by our life, death, and resurrection, for the means 
of grace and the hope of glory. 
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I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my 
heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by 
your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP p. 365 

 
Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
EASTER BLESSING 

 
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his 
Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

 
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy 
and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

 
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, 
bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN #208 The strife is o'er, the battle done (v. 1-3) 

 



The people respond with the words in bold italics.  
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DISMISSAL #S175A 
 

From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

This year's Paschal candle is given by The Reverend Kevin Holland Sparrow 
in thanksgiving for the life of Eric M. Westby. 

 
 

This service has been conducted in accordance with the diocesan guidelines for worship with careful 
attention to social distancing. We look forward to the time when we all can come together for worship. 

 
Special thanks to our schola cantorum (small choir) for their joyful voices enriching our service. 

 
 

PRAYER LIST - If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please email or call the office. 
Please remember to keep these people in your daily prayers: 

 
Carroll & Sue, Claire & Don, Tracey, Zack, Nancy, Bev, Beth, Steven, Susan, Hawk & Matthew, Karen, 
Erin Kate, Leah, Sophia, James & Judith, Lula Mae, AJ, Florence, Jamie, Janet M., Gayle, Tim, 
Boppy, Delores, Ben, the Brennan Family, Sarah, Julie, Jackson, Eileen & Larry, Gerry, Michele, 
Ken & Barbie, Gary, Phyllis, Meredith, the Howe family, Fr. Kevin, Frank, Susan, Joan, Nancy, Bob, 
Janet G., MaryAlice, Jackie, Celia, Kevin F., Barbara, Lori, Fr. John, Jennifer, Priscilla, Bonnie, 
Robert, Maggie, Daron, Scott & family, and the Dubois family. 



The people respond with the words in bold italics.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Thank you to the Altar Guild for preparing and presenting the Flowered Cross for all to enjoy Easter 
weekend. It was truly beautiful and so meaningful to so many. 

 

 

SCAM ALERT: Once again, someone is using an email similar to Fr. Kevin's asking for parish 
contact information, money, and gift cards. These emails are NOT coming from Fr. Kevin, Vestry 
members, or anyone affiliated with St. Andrew's. No one from St. Andrew’s will ask for contact 
information, money, or gift cards via email. 

 
If you receive this email, please let us know immediately as we have someone working on it. 

Thank you and stay sharp! 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING: We have a quarterly finance committee meeting via Zoom 
next Wednesday, April 14th at 6pm. These meetings, and vestry meetings, are open to all. If you 
would like to attend the Zoom meeting, please email Fr. Kevin for the link at: 
clergy@standrewshanover.org 

mailto:clergy@standrewshanover.org

